February 24, 1989 LB 157, 360

157.
SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 157 is advanced. LB 360.

CLERK: Nr. President, 360 by Senators Wsely and Snith. (Read

titl e.) The bill wasintroduced onJanuary 11, referred to the
Health Committee, advanced to Geeral File. I have no
amendrments to the bill, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely.

SENATORWESELY: Thankyou, Nr. Speaker, and members, just a

brief explanation and then Senator Smith will followin the
opening. The bill deals with two gsypject matters. One deal s
with burial expenses allowed under l\/Jsdi caid. Currently, that' s

$3,000. This is the anpunt you retain in assets to cover vyour

burial expenses when you go on Medicaid. The cost of burials
have gone up dramatically and the $3, 000 now thI owea is woef u?ly
i nadequate. This bill would increase the 3,000 to 4000 this
year and then in two years it would go to $5,000 so that

could allow these individuals whodo g0 on Nedicaid adequate
resources to havea proper burial. |padditi on, the bill deal s
with the subject of personal care allowancein care facilities.
Right now we allow $30.00 to individuals a nonth toretain in
terms of income that they have. The rest of their income then

goes toward the expense of their care. This bill would increase
from $30.00 to $45.00 the amount of personal care allowance that
we provide. That's a quick summary of the bill and | will give

the rest. of ny time to Senator Smth.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Smth, please.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, Senator Wesely. Ny chairman and
menbers of the body, | will also be very brief. The bil |
is...and Don has already told you what ¢ he provisions of the
bill woul d be and | would jUSt use some examp|esl I'min and
out of the nursing home in Hastings a lot, gnd| will just tell
ou, verypersonally, | have had a father-in-law there. vyou ve
eard ne mention about the fact that he was there for 5 jeriod
of time before he passed away, and now ny nother-in-lawis
there. And so | do visit Often, and | have a | ot of cont act
with the other folks that reside in that nursing hone and a | ot
of phone calls fromthem And one of the biggest concerns that
they have is that presently they' re only allowed $30 personal
needs all owance for their. . all the personal kinds of needs that
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