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their children what they feel, in their opinion, is a better
opportunity in life and enhance their future, enhance their
f uture. We can do this and add these things that are
constructive to the bill. But, if we add things that restrict
t hat choice by adding j u d i c i a l thi n g s , s uch as Senato r Lam b is
talking about, we restrict those parents from offering their
children what they feel are the b est opportunities. This
amendment by S enator Baack is a good one, because it does have
those parents sit down and think what are t hese educat i ona l
opportunities that are going to enhance my child's future. I
t hink i t sh o ul d b e a dded t o t h e b i l l .

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEN: Nr. Speaker, very briefly, just a c omment on
the Baack amendment. I think it is an improvement of the bill.
And to comment on the exchange I heard between S e n a t o r Lam b ' s
approach and Senator B aack's a p proach, I believe Senator Baack's
approach is superior and it's probably too early in the debate
to talk about gutting amendments and all of tha t k ind of
rhetoric that we get i nto . But I be l i ev e t o simply state a
reason for student transfer i s a good i dea . It puts the
resident district on notice as to what the deficiency, perceived
deficiencies are in their program, gives them an opportunity to
improve upon those, particularly if there is more tha n one
student in this particular situation. And it says to the parent
we don't want you to do it just for frivolous reasons, we don' t
want you to do it simply because you' re mad at a te a ch e r t ha t
m ade y ou r daug h t e r do more homework than you thought that she
should . And I t hi nk me r e ly h a v i n g to state th e rea sons in
writing will forestall a lot of those. But to take it a step
fur+her and say that the two districts have t o agr e e t o t he
transfer, basically does take th'e idea of parent choice out of
this. It then becomes school district choice. It really isn' t
that different than what exists today. Today I t h i n k I cou l d
feel comfortable going down to talk to my superintendent and
say, Roger Niller, I think the Papillion School District is not
meeting the needs of my daughter for A, B, C r ea so ns , and I
would l i ke t o se e my chi l d e n r o l l e d i n a s chool i n B e ll e v u e
where I think those. ..give you a little equal time, Senator
Hartnett, where I think those , rograms a re avai l a b l e , a n d a s k
him if he would agree to send my daughter there, and a s k Di c k
Triplet, over in Bellevue if he'd agree to accept my daughter.
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