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discrimnatory bill. This bill is gender neutral. I've said
that at both levelshere, and | will say it again. Right now
there are nore arrests being made for. . of males than there are
of females in Omaha for prostitution. This is not a bill that
is attenpting to step upon the downtrodden woman. | jg a bijll
that is designed to make a Class | nisdemeanor of soliciting
prostitution, whether that's of the male or of the fei.iale.
Whether the male is the person who is getting arrested for
soliciting prostitution, he jis still subject to those same
penalties, he is still subject to the jail time, he is still
subject to the fines. Whether it is the man or the yomanthi s
bill makes the act a crime. Nunber two, again referring to the
overcrowdi ng question, jail overcrowdi ng, again, by elimnating
or getting rid of crines in an effort to reduce overcrowding IS

not the proper method to do that. |f so |'msure you would all
joinin elimnating DW as an offense because 1t has a | ot of
jail time, as a matter of fact it has mandatory jail tine. i

we're going to eliminate crimes pecause it results in nore
peopl e being sent to jail then |I suggest to you there are a |pt

of other crines that we' regoing to have to elinminate. Tpatis

not the basis for not crimnalizing a particular act. Finally

nunmber three, under current state law, g5 g dass V msdemganor’,
with a mandatory requirenment of a citation, you cannot arrest a
prostitute under state law, it cannot be done. Yygu have to give
acitation, just as if you were giving a citation g, speeding
or for running a red light,or whatever it might be, you are
required to give a citation in lieu of arrest. Thereis noifs,
ands or buts about it. Number two, that citation can pe paid

$100 fine and that is all there is toit. That is the extent of
the law, the ~current state of law in Nebraska right now. By
voting against LB 116 you will keep that state. And,as Senator
Chambers nentioned, and | don't think we've made any...we've
tried to hide it, sure, the Omaha ordi nance has a good chance of
bei ng decl ared unconstitutional. That is what prostitutes are
being charged under right now. That is what the johns are bein

charged under right now, is under that city ordinance that if |

is struck down you will have, in effect, decriminalized

prostitution in Nebraska. And | think that is inportant.
Finally, when we look at the fact that the prostitute is getting
a $100 fine and that is it, it Jooks as though there is no
chance for rehabilitation. I think the testimony atthe
Judiciary Committee hearing was that the prostitutes don't get
the opportunity for rehabilitationunless they are put in jail
or unless they are put on probation. By continuing with the
$100 fine the prostitute will never havé a chance. “aAnd| think
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