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S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Schmit, in your regular
speaking order, followed by Senators Schellpeper and Hall.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Well, Nr. President and members, I j u s t w a n t t o
point out again what Senator Hefner has pointed out and that is
that the entire t lemarketing industry has looked favorably upon
Nebraska . a n d I wou l d h a v e t o say and point out to some o f you
who are no t fam iliar with the fact that some yearsa go, 1 9 8 6 ,
over my objections, the bill was passed which gave the i ndust r y
a considerable amount of flexibility, and as a result of that,
the industry has shown a lot of interest in Nebraska. A s t h ey
move into this new area of endeavor, competition becomes
extremely important, and as was pointed out also by one o f t he
speakers, it may s eem l i k e o n l y a f ew pe n n i e s h e re and a f ew
pennies there, but when you add it up and compute the cost for a
ma>or firm, it does become a very substantial factor. Also I
want to p o int ou t th at those of us who might be tending to
criticize the tax commissioner, Nr. Boehm, should not do so. It
is his responsibility to carry out the s tat u t e a s he sees f i t .
If the statutes are v ague and unclear, he naturally must,
would say, react on the side of conservatism and assess the tax.
If we disagree, then we are supposed to make that statute c lear
and Nr. Boehm has n o argument with that. He is m e r e l y a ct i n g
u pon h i s con s t i t u t i on a l r espons i b i l i t y . And so z f t he
Legislature feels as I do and as most of the speakers o r a l l o f
the speakers thus far have felt, that this is a tax which wil l
be paid by the ultimate consumer and that it is not a fair way
t o a s s es s t h e t ax , and t ha t w e sh o u l d n o t un i l a t er a l l y b eg i n to
p ick an d cho ose an agen cy o r i ndu s t r y up o n w h i c h t o d e r i ve
revenue for the state, then you will support the b i l l . As I
pointed out, we have many tax problems in the State o f Nebr a s k a
and we ar e g o i n g t o h a v e t o add r e s s some of those from t ime to
time, but the pe ople of the State of Nebraska expect us to
address it as much as possible in one major overview, no t to
pick on those who just happen to come i n t o o u r l i ne o f f i r e . So
I wou l d h op e t h at t h e b i l l wi l l ad v an ce . I t h i nk i t i s a f a i r
bill. It is a bill which defines policy. It means that we a re
not going to collect the tax on that wholesale transaction and,
therefore, the industry will be free to proceed from this point
forward, secure in that knowledge. I would j u s t l i k e t o say
once again that we must, a s m uc h as po ss i b l e , t r y t o be
consistent in our policies. B usinesses can p r o g r am f o r a tax i f
they know that i t is going to be a consistent policy, but no
business can adjust their policies and th e i r pr o g r a ms w hen w e,
as legislators, continually send a different type of sxgnal. So
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