January 25, 1989 LB 32, 134

SPEAKER BARRETT: IB 32 passes. That concludes Final Reading
this morning. Thank you very muchfor your cooperation. Tpe
call is raised. Anythingfor the record, M. Cerk' ?

CLERK: Not at this time, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thark you. Proceeding then directly ¢
General File, LB 134.

CLERK: Mr. President, 134 was a bill that was introduced by
Senators Scofielc., McFarl and, Baack, Wthem Bernard-Stevens and
Nelson. (Read tit le.) The bill was introduced gp January 5,
referred to Education. The bill was advanced to General File.
| have no anendnments to the bill, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. To present LB 134, Senator

Scofield, please. (Gavel.)

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you, M. Speaker. | B134is a program
which would test high school juniors on their mathematics
profici ency. They get a conputerized printout,yhich also goes
to their parents, which tells themwhere they would be in a math
course when they enter the university. It is aprogram that has
been nodel ed after other states' programs amd it' s peen in
operation in Nebraska, on a pilot basis, since 1988 when we
started out with 21 schools. Up to now it has been funded

through a mi xture of sources, with the universita/ conming up with
alittle bit of money, the Departnent of Education com ng up

with alittle bit of nmoney, American Math Conpetitions a i t]e
bit of money, and there was enough put together togiart this
pilot program  The reason | decided to support this particul ar

issue is it was brought to my attention by a mathematics
instructor out in ny district at a time when math'teachers \gre
meeting from across the state out there. |{ was the first time

| became aware of even such a project. But | was inpressed with
the results of the program Nunber one, the program already j

encouragi ng high school juniors to take another year of mat%.
And for all of us who have been there and know what kinds of
mat h deci si ons you nake sonetines, sinply because you're either
tired of taking math or you are a little bit intimnidated by i

Iit's a very inportant nove to putting a student on the path t'o
success in college, and even toward future career choices that

that student might make. The results already have neant that
more students will take another year of math théir ggpior year

in high school. The ot her bit of good news on this,ynich I
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