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LEGISLATIVE BILL 575

Approved by the covernor May 26, 1989

Introduced by Barrett, 39; Dierks, 40; Baack, 47

AN ACT relating to teachers; to amend sections 79-l2AZ,
79-1243, and 79-1284, Reissue Revised Statutes
of Nebraska, ]^943; to change provisions
rel-atlng to disciplinary procedures by the
State Board of Education,. to provj-de powers
and duties for the board and the professional
Practices Commission; to change provisions
relating to the commlssion; to eliminate
provisions on the revocation and suspension of
certifi.cates; and to repeal the original
sections. and also section 79-L234, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
Section 1. That section 79-12A2, Reissue

Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as folloirs:

79-12A2. N6t later than danuary l; 1985; €he(1) The State Board of Education vith the eoHnse+ of the
eonnissien shall deve,LopT throuqh the €eaehinE
prefessionT eriter+a shaII adopt and promulcrate nlles
and recrrrlations establi.shi-no standards of professional
practices for teachers and administrators hoLdinq
certificates in areas includi.ng, but not Iimited to:
f}) (a) Ethical and professional performance; (b) ; talcompetency; (c) ; (3) continuance in professional
servicei ; and {4} (d) contractual obligations. The
board shalI receive the advice and counsel of the
Professional Practices Commission in the adootion of
such standards as thev applv to the holders of public
school certificates.

(2) The board may. for iust cause. revoke or
suspend anv teacherrs or administratorrs certificate.

A violation of the standards established
i qqi an nF

or conviction of a felonv under the laws of this state
shaII constitute iust cause for the revocation or
susoension of a teacherrs or administratorrs certificate
bv the board. The revocation or suspension of a
certj-fj.cate shall terminate the emplovment of such
teacher or administrator. The State Board of Education
shaII immediatelv notifv the secretarv or board of
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education of the school district where such teacher or
admini-strator is emDloved of such revocation or
suspension. The State Board of Education shall also
notifv the teacher or administrator of such revocation
or suspension and shall enter its action in the matter
i.n the books or records of its office. lfhe s€andards
es€ablished under the ptevisions of seet+6ns 79-tr?8? and
79-+243 sha++ be the generally aeeepted standards Hi€hiB
the teaehinq prefessiea y+th resPee€ to eoFpetent
perfornmee and ethiea+ praetiees:

Sec- 2. That secti-on 79-12A3, Rej.ssue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, L943, be amended to read as
follows:

79-12A3. The State Board of Education shall
request the eomission Professional Practices Commission
or a special committee of members thereof to nake
inves€iEationsT hold hearlngs and make recommendatj-ons
to ttre 6tate Boa?d of Edueation bgald concerning alleged
violations of standards of professional ethics and
practices bv holders of public school certificates. Ttre
board mav emolov hearino officers to hold hearinos and
make recommendations to the board concernino alleoed
violations of standards of professional ethics and
practices bv holders of nonpublic school certificates-
Ttre comissi.on recommendations shall be made a part of
the record of the 6ta€e Board 6f Eduea€ion board i.n aII
cases of public school certificate revocation or
suspension and reinstatement of a revoked 6r suspended
public school certificate. The commission may privately
admonistr, warna and reprimand nenberg of the €eaehinq
profession teachers and administrators holdinq publj.c
school certificates for violation of the standards
established pursu.mt to section 79-I2A2. Anv such
action bv the commi.ssi.on shall be reoorted to the board.
The Commissioner of Education mav emolov persons to
investicrate and prosecute cases of alleqed violations of
standards of professional ethics and practices before
the comission or before the board and its hearino
officers. The commissioner shall cause to be
investioated expeditiouslv any complaint which is filed
wittr him or her or which is otherwise called to his or
her attention and which if Ieaallv sufficient
constitutes orounds for the revocation or suspension of
a certificate or anv other appropriate penalty set forth
in section 79-1282 or in the rules and reoulations
adoDted and promulqated pursuant to such section.

Sec. 3. That section 79-L2A4, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be mended to read as
follows:
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79-1244 - The eonliissiora Professi-onal
Practices Commission and the State Board of Educati.on
shal-I adopt and promulqate rules and regulations for the
perfomance of its their functions under sectj-ons
79-128O to 79-1286 and section 4 of this act.
Recommendations may be made bv the commission to the
board. 6tate Board of Edneation 6r to school boards or
boards of educati.on- and to institutions of higher
education which will promote improvement of educati-on
and the teaching professj.on.

Sec. 4 - The revocation of a person I s
teacherrs or administratorrs certificate bv the State
Board of Education automatically shall revoke anv and
aIl Nebraska teactrersr certificates held bv the oerson.
A teactrerrs or administratorrs certificate which has
been suspended shall be automaticallv reinstated at the
end of the suspension i.f such certificate did not expire
durino the period of suspension, If the certificate
expired drrrino the period of suspension- the holder of
ttre expired certifi.cate mav secure a new certificate bv
maki.no aoplication therefor and by meetinq the
certificati.on reouirements at the time of application
for the new certificate. A person whose teacherrs or
administratorrs certificate has been revoked mav applv
for a new certificate at the exDiration of ,anv period of
inelisibilitv fixed bv the board bv makino aopllcation
ttrerefor and by meetino the certification reguirements
at the time of application for the new certificate-

Sec. 5. That original sections 79-12A2,
79-12A3, and 79-L2A4, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, and also section 79-L234, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.
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