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¹ t h l h « i l h ¹ h « l I h ¹ ~iald ¹ a t l J iehii , I he ¹ mnunt. nf wh ich chal L be
d i.termihed by t.ha t h >IVara i t y , " .'hi shia l ¹kaa aWay ahy unhueph
that anybody may have had cf w h¹i. the.Chancel tot ' c a t i e d a
pro-type salary, there will be iio reference to the pi¹yera
employees. And in order that that letter will be a part of the
record, I am going to read it into the record and that will be
my presentation. If you have any questions, I will answer them.
This is dated March 29, 1988, and I handed a copy to everybody.
"Dear Senator Chambers: I am writing you in regard to LB 1226,
your proposal to treat football players a t the Uni versity of
Nebraska Lincoln as employees of the institution. Based upon my
conversation with yo u and my reading of press r epor t s o f t h e
legislative debate on LB 1226, I understand the objective of the
b ll to be to encourage t h e libe r alization of Nationa l
Collegiate A thletic As sociation rules pertairing to support of
athletes. As you know, the =on: rn at UN L wit h LB 1226 has
been an d con t inues to be that the eligibility of the football
p rogram or any other intercollegiate a thletic p rogram n o t be
j eopar d i z e d b y t h i s l eg i s l at i on . T his c o n c e r n ap p e a r s t o h av e
been adequately addressed via the amendments of the G overnment,
N litary and Vete rans Af fairs C o mmittee, w hich have been
a'.tached to L B 1226. It is es se n tial th a t th e comm ittee
amendments to LB 1226 be retained. It is my understanding that
you will amend the present version of LB 1226 to e liminate t h e
l anguage re ferring t o football pl ayer em p loyee s tatus an d
entitlement to the rights and b ene fits of othe r u nive r s i t y
employees. I also understand that your amendments will refer to
providing football pl ayers st ipends rat her than making such
athletes employees. These changes would, in my o p inion, b r ing
the legislation more into conformance with the objective of the
bill. I am sure that you are aware that for the p as t sev e ral
years p er sonnel a t U N-L h av e ad voc ated a nd wo rked for
l i b e r a l i z at i on o f t h e NCAA r u l e s r e l a t i ng t o support f o r
ath l e t e s . I be l i e v e t ha t t ne ob j ec t i v e o f LB 12 26 i s c o ns i s t en t
with the eff orts of the University of Nebraska Lincoln. In
light of my understanding of th e o b ject ive o f L B 12 26, th e
amendments which hav e be en and are to be made to 1226 and the
efforts of the University of Nebraska Lincoln to liberalize NCAA
r ules pertaining to support for at h letes, the University of
Nebraska Lincoln d oes n o t stand in opp osition to LB 1226.
S incerely yours, N.A. Nassengale, Chancellor." When there ar e
people a t the Univ ersity of Nebraska and other large schools
m aking proposals to the NCAA to liberalize these rules and t he y
meet w ith v i rtually no succ e ss, they need to have additional
tools placed in their hand.. and that's what this bill w ill do .
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