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the constitutional convention because of the position they took
on practically every issue, Senator Hannibal, but I'm limiting
my designation of appropriations members to this one particular
issue. Senator Nelson always disturbs me when she comes in with
her chart because the approach is that she has a very embittered
person in her district who has watched some peopleon ADC who
this embittered person thinks lives better than t hey sh ould
because she works and they don' t. So Senator Nelson makes out a
list with the assistance of this person of everything possible
that an individual can receive and then gi ves the i mpress i o n
that that's what every one of them is receiving. And I think it
is a total misrepresentation of the condition that a lot of poor
people live under and we should not be pitting one misfortunate
person against another and say this one is up to his or her
shoulders i n pov erty and this one is up to his or her chin in
poverty, so we' re going to make sure that the one only up to his
or her shoulders will be made up to his or he r chin, then we
feel good. We say now the re is equality of misery for the
miserable people but for ourselves we want that co nsideration
and that break and will do everything we can to get it. I j ust
had placed on my desk a little brochure with a tin c up and a
quarter. We ' ve got a tin cup out there, senators begging,
saying, give us a quarter, give us a quarter, or not a quarter,
another nickel. And then we show such crass disregard for the
people that the government is supposed t o help. Those who
theorize about the origin of governments always start from what
they call a state of nature and they say th a t people collect
themselves together so th a t the y ca n do as a group for each
other what they cannot do individually. And that mean s those
who are strong will not lord it over and abuse the weak but help
t he we ak , and a gover nment that is com passionate and
u nderstanding will set a level of existence below which it wil l
not let any of its citizens fall. There was an old verse from
one of those old people in the Old Testament wh o said , it is
easy for him whose foot is secure to look down the nose and have
n o consideration for the one whose foot is about to slip. A n d
w hen it is our foot that is about to slip we want everybody t o
understand, we wa nt everybody to be compassionate, but when it
comes to those people who have a right to look to the government
for assistance, then suddenly we find no compassion, we find no
feeling. We do not care and we come forth sounding like the
G rinches and the Scrooges of history. Ther e is no way thos e .
poor pe ople are going to force this Legislature to do anything.
A lot of people who are not even that poor have no confidence in
government because they see ho w pe ople i n government will
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