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school district is formed with all of the areas. So that is

what you're doing to the Class IIs and IIIs. You're saying,
either become part of a Class VI break up your district or
we're going to take your property down the road. Senator

Scofield was probably right and probably justified in taking me
to task a little bit in her closing there that her amendment
didn't really deal with that particular situation because there
was not necessarily another place for them to go in hers. This
one does. This one basically says, Class Is put the gun to the
head of the school board members in the city district and force
thom to make one of two, for their purposes, fairly negative
decisions. This 1is an amendment that I think has less virtue
than the Scofield amendment and I would urge you to not adopt
thiis amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any other discussion? Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Well, Mr. Speaker, members, I wasn't going to
rise to speak on this until Senator Withem accused Senator
Dierks, I think, of having less virtue than I did and 1 felt
compelled to stand up and defend his honor. But I guess I don't
think this is a bad amendment either and it is a more open-ended
process as Senator Withem has pointed out than my amendment was.
I wish you'd think again, frankly, abouyt the proposal that I am
offering you, but I don't think this 1is terribly unreasonable
and I would even give some time to Senator Withem to talk about
this philosophical bind here that we seem to be in. There seems
to be the assumption here that there is...there is some danger,
1 suppose, of property being taken down the road to another
district, and yet on the other hand, 1 can talk about districts
in my own area, Class III districts, that are financially in
such difficult straits that there might be some value in that
kind of discussion and I think maybe it's unrealistic to
consider saying you'll all stay right where you are if there is
a better option, particularly financially, for everybody in that
region so you can build a better schoel and combine your
resources. I think this gives enough notification opportunities
here to allow for total discussion of the proposed options here,
that I think it might, again, I think this might serve the need
to open this up. I wouldn't argue with the point that, yes,
there could be some shifts in who has got property here and I am
suggesting that 1 think that's a local decision. Those
decisions are frankly being forced on those areas right now by
virtue of high property taxes, student enrollment, rural
population, all those other buzz wcrds we've heard anyway. And
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