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the Pell Grants very clearly defines income needs of a fami ly.
Coupled w ith t he fact that we note that public tuition will be
increasing which probably will adverse some stu dents who may
need a d d i t i on al he l p , I t h i n k t h e r e t en t i on o f t he d i s t r i b u t i o n ,
as it is proposed in the legislation, is the one that ought to
stay in place. I would oppose the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Sena tor Higgins, please, then Sen ator
Scof i e l d .

SENATOR H IGGINS: Thank you, Mr . President, a nd thank you,
Senator Warner, for your explanation. And I agree with S enator
Warner. I would not be for any amendment that says public
colleges get less than th e ind ependents, even though pub lic
colleges al ready have ta x supported dollars. W e are talking
about the special 5750,000 a ppropriation for students who w ish
to go to a state col lege or an independent college. And ,
Senator Warner, if what you say is true, the independents w ould
get 70 percent or 80 p e rcent, l e t's put an amendment on this
that says under no circumstances w ou l d e ithe r get mo re th an
50 percent, or I would even say don't even give the independents
more than 45 percent. That wouldn't be fair to anybody to say
that we get more for the independents than the publics. And I
think that those w ho wou ld sup port this amendment that says
78 percent t o the public st udents an d 22 percent to the
independents, that is certainly not fair. The people that send
their children to these schools, I often wonder about this n e ed
for the tu ition. I wonder how many students, because of the
lack of the student aid, this scholarship program, and t his is
not far-fetched, I wonder how many Jonas Salk's there might have
been in Nebraska if we had started earlier to give them some
help. That' s the way I feel a bout this. I u sed to talk abou t
maybe there would ha ve been a cure for cancer sooner if women
h ad been allowed to go to medical colleges. Mayb e we have a
student out there that can't afford the cost of living to go far
away from his or her home town, but with this small scholarship,
that student, whether they go to a state col lege or an
independent college, the scholarship could be the driving m a rk
to get him the r e or her there and then decide this is worth
working for, I'm going to do everything in my power to s tay in
college. We cou ld very well be funding a young man or a young
woman who will ultimately find a cure for so m e of our worst
diseases, or maybe someone who might come up with an idea on how
to truly attain peace, or how to feed the world. It isn't fair
n ow, 82 percent to public colleges who do not rely entirely o n
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