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i nd i v i d u a l s sh ou l d f i l e c l ai ms , i nd i v i d u a l l y , l i k e t h e se t wo
people, and have their claims stand on their own two feet and be
judged good claims or poor claims. That is what the issue is.
That is what the issue is. The other 25 people involved will
have the ri ght t o file their individual claims and then those
claims will go before the Claims Board and before the Business
and Labor C ommittee and at that time, if they are judged to be
v al i d c l ai m s, t hen I ' l l v ot e t o p ay t h e m. I cann ot v ot e t od ay
to put some money in escrow when the case is in the courts and
we don't know whether the money is ever going to be used or not.
The money could just sit there, and sit there, and sit t he r e
unless this b ody ta kes it back. And I feel this is wrong.
These people will receive their money if their claims are valid,
j us t l i ke an y b od y e l s e. And so , Sen a t o r Hi gg i n s, I wo u l d a sk
you to not support the committee amendment, and for one other
reason, Senator Higgins, there was no p ublic he aring he ld on
this issue, no public hearing held on the committee amendments.
So we do not have the input of the pros and the co ns, be cause
the bill has been gutted. And when you corn before this body
and you gut a bill and you don't have all the pros and all of
the cons, t hen I think you have a problem So I w ould suggest
and ask you to not support the committee amendments. Thank you,
Mr. P r es i d en t .

PRESIDENT: Thank you. S enator McFarland, then Senator Miller.

SENATOR McFARLAND: Thank you, Mr. President, fellow se nators.
I ' ve been l i s t en i ng t o t hi s deb a t e a n d i t ha s k i nd o f i nt r i gu ed
me. I have a couple of comments to make. It seems to me that
as lawyers one of the things that I' ve always tried to practice
is to res olve ma tters wi thout g o ing to litigation, that
litigation is used as a last resort in any particular case And
I even h ave a quote that my aide just gave to me, and I'd like
t o read it. I t's from Abraham Lincoln, who was a lawyer at on e
t i me He said, discourage litigation, persuade your neighbors
to compromise whenever you can. Poi n t out to them how the
nominal winner is often a real loser in fees, expenses and waste
of time. As a peacemaker the lawyer has a superior opportunity
to be a good man, there will still be business enough. It seems
to me that what is being proposed i n this body , thr ough the
committee amendments, is a resolution of the problem. It is not
a lawyer but the Legislature stepping in and being a peacemaker
t o resolve this litigation. And I think you should look at t h e
particular situation. And I don't think you should ultimately
see a court case as the final determination of something that we
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