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on an amendment that we' re going to be withdrawing, but I just
want to make a couple of points. Number one, Senator Withem, I
was very pleased for the first time e v er, I' ve heard Omaha
counted as on e of the hinterlands because Omaha Public Schools
came out not in favor of the proposal and you were afraid of the
hinterlands giving you some opposition to 1117 and I was tickled
that Omaha would be considered one of the hinterland areas. The
urban areas of North Platte and Scottsbluff, whatever, would
have been in favor of the proposal. Just a couple of comments.
W hen I p i c ke d u p , pu l l ed ont o t h e b i l l wi t h Sen a t or Sche l l p epe r
and went to the comm ittee hearings, I was convinced it would
help the tourism industry but I was never so con vinced until
after the hearings began and I heard all the discussions because
many of the discussions against the bill, 841, and the Labor Day
school starting...uniform starting da te, were so out of line,
were so far off base that I had to come through at s ome po int
and make a couple points on the floor, at least for the record,
to try to get a little education on the s u bject so that next
year we' ll be able t o, hopefully, have the bill come up and
pass. Number one, tourism in this state is th e sta te's t h ird
largest industry, the third largest. One of the handouts that
we brought out to you today wa s a handout th a t had tourism
budgets going b ack t o 1979. You know. we' ve done things for
large corporations, we' re going to be doing things for the lower
middle income and the elderly and the lower income groups on tax
exemptions, we' re doing a lot. But the third l a rgest i ndustry
in the sta te, to urism, her e's wh a t we ' ve done since 1979,
344,000 for tourism in that year and then we went up to one
million, eight-five the next year from a lodging tax. Then we
went down to 921,000, the tourism industry is cut. Then we went
back to $1.1 million from General Fund; another 1.1 and so on
and, i n f ac t , f i n al l y , t o ' 87-88 w e ' r e s t i l l at Sl . l mi l l i on
again. So the third largest industry in the State of Ne b raska,
the Legislature ha s not done a thing for since 1979 and I
suspect even beyond that. One of the th i ngs tha t th i s bill
would have done, and we are asking the education industry to be
somewhat flexible to help a large part of the State of Nebraska,
was to have a unified starting date. Now, when it came out of
committee it was simp ly going to say some time after
September 1st and we are a little bit more flexible on that with
the sunset, but it would hav e helped t he tourism i n dustry,
everyone has agreed i t would help the tourism industry and it
would h a v e b r o u g h t app r o x i m a t e l y $ 1 . 6 mi l l i on ex t r a money i n t o
the state c offers, and that was just a conservative estimate.
I t could have been more, who knows, it may have been less, b u t
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