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H efner .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
I don't think ignorance benefits anybody other than a tyrant.
Hitler had made a remark to the effect that the greatest ally a
tyrant has is the ignorance of the people. A nd it 's kind of
interesting to look at the people who are opposed to knowledge
being made available and accessible to people who don't have it.
Sometimes I l ook a t t h os e i n t h i s b od y who a re opp o s e d t o
education and som etimes t h ose w ho don 't have a commodity or
h aven't had contact with it fail to u n derstand a nd apprec i a t e
the value of it. So because they were left in a straitjacket of
ignorance, they w ant everybody e lse to be ignorant. I wou l d
like the people in w e stern Ne b raska to have acc e ss t o t h e
information that comes by way of public radio that is avai l a b l e
to us on this side of the state. I used to listen to KFAB
coming down here all the time before I had an FM radio put in my
car. The coverage is shallow. It covers the state like a thin
film of water about a centimeter deep. T he re is nothing when it
comes to a very important issue of the day that KFAB offers that
can be called news. Th ere are little one-line summaries of what
i s g o i n g o n i n t he wo r l d and i f yo u d on ' t l i s t e n t o t he s e
stations al l t he time, you thi n k ther e is goin g to be a
follow-up in depth presentation which never comes. They destroy
you with the advertisements, used car dealers, loan s harks . Th e
kind of people who would buy the stuff th at is adver tised on
commercial radio in dicates why a lot of people who want public
radio won't listen to a commercial radio. You listen to al l of
the seams they have. This is a person selling you furniture and
you can look at it on, I won't mention the name o f t h e b ou l ev ar d
in Omaha, and I call it a boul evard but it's really not a
boulevard, it's sitting out on the sidewalk so you can l ook at
it as you drive by. It' s exposed to the elements, dust gets on
it. So this is, obviously, an attempt to get people wh o don' t
really know ho w to get the mos t for their dollar when they
purchase furniture. KFAB does not screen any advertisements nor
do they have any concern for t he con sumer. They will put
anything on tha t radio that somebody will pay for. The aim of
the businesses that call t hemselves br oadcasters i s to make
m oney just lik e th at of the newspapers is to make money. Th e
hand that feeds controls the stories and th e sla nts gi ven to
publications. Whethe r it 's in the p rint media or broadcast
information will Le determined, to some extent, by the sponsors.
They will control, and that's why y ou ha v e th i s nonsensical
music, a thousand ads and very little of intellectual substance.
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