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ar ideological struggle. By ideological I meant that there were
a number of commercial radio broadcasters that were opposed to
public radio because they hated to see tax dollars used to
provide any kind of subsidy for the transmission of news,
culture, music, society and values. They, in turn, preferred to
rely totally on advertiser revenues. Now, of course, what these
commercial venturers always forget +to tell you 1is in the
publishing trade the extent to which they rely on tax revenue by
virtue of required publication notices and the like. But that
is still an irrelevancy. The people of our state deserve an
opportunity to choose on their radio dials whether they will
listen to rock and roll, whether they will listen to country and
western, whether they will 1listen to the corner kitchen or
whether they will hear all things considered or what have you.
The people of Nebraska deserve to hear in their stores and their
homes and their tractors and their towns the best information
that we as a society, as a free society, can disseminate. Now
what we have said is that we have authorized public radio, but
public radio must rely totally and exclusively on private
grants. Now I think freedom carries with it a price and that
price 1is tax support, tax support so that our voters can have
the best information, tax support so that our people can have

the best of culture and values. $89,000 is not too much to
assure the dissemination of values and information throughout
all of Nebraska. As you know, this is not an Omaha issue.
Omaha receives public radio through the Omaha school system
through KIOS. They can also receive public radio through
Western lowa University over in Council Bluffs, but it is an
issue invelving the rest of Nebraska and it is equal...it is

probably even more important that you and I make certain that
the airways carry the news, good commentary and good culture as
it is to make certain that we get a bus route from Omaha to
Chadron and it's cheaper, it's cheaper. 1 ask you to support
this small addition to the budget, $89,000, so that people’ can
make choices as to what it is they want to hear and what it is
they will listen to. In the absence of this budget people don't
even have the choice because they can't get the broadcasts where
they are.

PRESIDENT: The question is the adoption of the amendment. All
thcse in favor vote aye, opposed nay. The question is, shall
the house go under call? All those in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 9 ayes, 1 nay to go under call, Mr. President.
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