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SENATOR HARTNETT: Th ank you. I think maybe Iowa is able to dn
it because t hey ha v e so much money from lottery coming in,
because I think last week when th i s lottery wa s t he b ig
question, this is an edit orial comment, not on the bill, but
simply that all the cars, most of the cars, that the big payoff
was from Nebraska, but so maybe that is why they are able to go
a head and get in full board with gambling But I do suppor t
this constitutional amendment. T h ank you

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Sen ator Schmit, then Senator Hefner.

SENATOR S C HNIT: N r . P re sident a nd m emb ers, I a lso rise to
support the amendment. I wo uld have preferred to ha v e the
resolution...I would hav e pre ferred to have supported it with
the provision that would have allowed for the off-track betting.
I really do not believe w e are goin g to acqu ire sufficient
outside income to be of substantial help to the tracks with only
the i n trastate, int erstate si mulcasting. I th i nk we can add
some substantial revenue with intrastate simulcasting and I am
in favor of what we are doing here, but I think we ought to
reconsider the impact, and we should visit with the folks who
are specifically i nvolved as to whet her or not they want to
provide for the off-track services. I th ink that it is kind o f
a little bit tough perhaps to get this all at once, but I think
that there is some supoort for it, and I think i n all hone sty
that there are those who would patronize the tracks at this time
if they di dn't hav e to driv e sev eral hu ndred miles. The
facility being available at Grand Island would make it a lit t le
bit easier fo r those in the wes tern p art of the state to
participate in wagering at a track in Omaha, but certainly there
a re those in the western part o f the st ate, o ut in S ena t o r
Weihing's an d Sen a tor Sco field's territory, who might also be
inclined to place a small wager upon the outcome of a ra ce a t
O maha. A nd I th ink we ought to take a look at that. We h a v e ,
as Senator Vard Johnson has indicated, taken v ir tually a ll of
the taxes o ff of racing in an at tempt to keep an important
industry in the state. I am in favor of that. I think it s a
good move, b ut I thin k that you might want to take a look at
whether or not you giv e t he industry e nough rope to make
themselves whole aga in, g et ba ck to sol id ground, or if we
s poon-feed them until they no Ionger exist. I enjoy racing a n d
I think th at the s tate has condoned it for a long time and do
not look upon it as the threat that some people do to m o rality,
but I do believe that prior to the time the resolution comes up
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