
J anuary 6 , 198 8

have merit and I think that we ought to consider on that basis.
I t ' s awfully easy to equivocate, vacillate, waiver, apologize,
say well we ran out of money. But let's look at it fr o m the
other point o f view. Does the issue have merit? If so, we
ought to appropriate for it and then levy the ta xes . If we
adopt this pr ocedure and I think Senator. I don't know whether
i t was Senator Moore or Senator Landis who made the comment, w e
don't know how this budget system is going to work, but, ladies
and gentlemen, if you have ever been out in the forest and there
was no moon and you don't have any sense of dir ection, y ou' d
better wait un til th e mo on comes up at least and so you have
some some sense of direction before you strike out or e lse you
go in circles or you may wind out farther from your destination
than you had intended to begin with. Bet ter to do nothing th a n
to do som ething wrong. I think we are proceeding here in the
anticipation, in the anticipation of a problem which may not be
there and for which there may be a better solution as indicated
by Senator Moore. I would suggest, and I have been here long
enough to know that the last 15 days of a legislative session is
not the most enjoyable way to spend two weeks or even a lifetime
or a p eriod of a lifetime. It is just as easy, it is just as
easy to make a mistake at that point, far more easy I beli eve,
than to ma k e a mistake when you consider the bills in the more
orderly process. I don't have any qualms. I don't think we
talked...Senator Landis t a lked a b out how we waited and didn' t
vote on the A bills u ntil a fter th e app ropriation bill is
passed, bu t we know wha t we did. By t h e time we got there,
t here usually weren't any bucks left in some instances but t ha t
didn't make an y difference. If we felt the appropriation bill
was more important, then we voted that way, and we always h a ve
t he c h a n c e . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT : ...to amend the appropriation bill. But I
think, ladies and gentlemen, I would hope you w ould reconsider
this motion because I think if you do not, you will come to rue
t he day. Vote your conscience, it is nothing personal with me ,
but I want to call your attention to it and ask you to consider
it again. Thank you very much.

P RE 'IDENT: There are no other speakers so, Senator Schmit, i f
you'd like to close on your motion.

SENATOR SCHMIT: I' ll be very brief, members of the Legislature.
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