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triple crown winner with the horse, Alysheba, that h e won the
Kentucky Derby and th e n t he Pre akness and, with the Belmont
coming up June 6th, this resolution is to recognize the VanBerg
family and what t hey h ave d one for thoroughbred racing, the
recognition that they have brought to Nebraska and to wish them
good luck and going for this triple crown because it would be
quite a feather in the cap of n ot onl y t he sta te, bu t of
Columbus, in particular. And I'm sure that Senator Schmit will
add to these comments. I would just simply urge your adoption
of the resolution.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, I am pleased to be
a ble to join with my neighbor and colleague, Senator Lee Rup p,
in the s ponsorship of this resolution to honor, I believe, the
most distinguished fami ly in thoroughbred racing n ot onl y in
Nebraska, but i n the United States of America. I was very
f ortunate in having gr own up with the VanBerg fa mily an d
Mr. VanBerg, Jack's father, was a long-time friend of my own and
my father's and I can recall when thoroughbred racing was first
authorized in Nebraska under the pa rimutuel sy~t.em. And I
recall that M rs. VanBerg, who w a s a very religious lady, had
some scruples about her husband getting into th e thoroughbred
business. And he assured her that he would bring to racing a
new standard of ethics and morals and I b e lieve t ha t it goes
without saying that the many honors that have been accorded not
o nly to Jack but to his father and the entire family are pro of
of the fact that you can be involved in this kind of an industry
that is an exce llent i ndustry, a hig h quality industry, an
industry with tremendous impact not only on Neb raska, but on
other parts o f the United States and bring with it a degree of
sportsmanship and ethics that are a credit to a ll of us . I
recall many times Mr. VanBerg coming out to my father's farm and
visiting and discussing horses with him. He was, perhaps, and I
think Jack w ill te ll yo u , the best judge of horse flesh that
e ier came out of this country and that is, pe r haps, t'..uched a
b i t b y l oca l p r i de b ut I t h i nk Sen a t o r R u pp , i n h i s c l o s i n g,
will agree with me and I think that most other people will agree
with us. Jack concedes, very frankly, that he is not yet as
good as his father but he is well on the way there. He is a man
his father and his fam ily and his neighbors and friends are
proud of and we look forward to w i shing Jack a nd the enti re
thoroughbred industry well w hen he completes the third leg of
the triple crown. I happen to think that maybe Jack VanBerg and
Alysheba will do more for Ak-Sar-Ben, i n the long run, tha n
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