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people that were ra>sing bobcats and lynx for their fur. This
bill reinstates those two animals and allows them to be raised
commercially for their fur under a permit issued b y Ga m e and
Parks Commission. I understand Senator Chambers' feelings and a
lot of people share those feelings and this debate, I guess, is
v ery timely because I did hear on the radio, driving in this
morning, about the Bob Barker sentiment and the Miss USA contest
tonight, so it' s ve ry timely and ironic that we would di cuss
t his this morning. And I understand that perfectly. How eve r ,
we c o u l d hav e a g r e at pr of i l e a n d p h z l o s ophzcal d i s c u s s i o n o f
the rights and wrongs of keeping animals, and utilizing animals,
w hethe r 't be .heir flesh, or t h eir fu r , or w hat h ave you .
There currently i s a fur...a cc mmerczal fur business in the
state. People will grow mink, and possibly fox, and I don ' t
k new what o t h er ani ma l s . Th i s b i l l s i mp l y adds b ob c a t a nd l y nx ,
t wo aer y s i mi l ar an i ma l s , t o t h at l i s t t h at t h ey c an g r ow
commercially. It is to re in st ate some thing th at w e
i nad; ertently did la s t ye a r an d, aga in, I unde rstand t h e
sert'ments on b oth side s o f th is is su e . It is a very
c ontroversial thing and it is one th at g ets a lo t mo re
discussion as tame goe s on . And proba bly someday p ublic
sertiment wi)1 be to the effect, I think zt zs moving in that
direction, that thxs business wall probably be ' ooked u p o n wi t h
scorn by a large r a nd larger n umber o f people. But,
ne­ -ertheless, in the meantime, I think we are just, as I say,
fine tuning a bill that we passed last year that did profoundly
affect a few people in this state that had a good intent of
trying to make a l iving the best way .hey knew how in Senator
D ierks's, Senator Hefner's, S enator H a oerman's d i strict. I
guess with t hat I would relinquish the rest of my closing time
to Senator Dierks. M a ybe he can specifically tell you about his
ccnstituent.

SPEAI ER BARRETT: Senator Dierks, for the remaznd~ r of the time.

SENATOR DIERKS: T h ank you, Mr. Speaker and members of the body.
I would just ' ke to remand that Senator Chambers hi t a p lace
close to h o me the re a lit le bit ago. I, too, spend my whole
l=fe with animals in trying to make their life more appreciative
and more comfortable an d less st re ssful. And I, too , am
somewhat amazed at m an's inhumanity to animals at times, but I
think that in his particular case, we are not tal king a b out
putting small a n >mals s ome place and taking potshots at them,
a nd we are not talking about cruelty as far a s the way thes e
animals are ha ndled and cared for. They really have a be ter
w ay of life the way these people do take care of them than t hey
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