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please, on the confirmation report.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, I support S enator
Chambers' motion to delay. I want to say that I have known the
appointee, Colonel LeGrande, for many many years. He was a
resident of my dist rict for many years. And I believe that
eventually w e will find that he wi l l be confirmed and tna t
Senator Chambers will pr obably have his concerns resolved. I
want to say something at this time also, however. I raised th e
question this m o rning r elative to another bill that had to do
with transfer of authority to toe Highway Patrol. The Nebr aska
Safety Patrol is goin g thr ough I b e lieve almost 50 years of
history. For many, many y e ars they' ve been kn own in that
principle responsibility, the Nebraska Safety Patrol. T hey were
looked up t o , across the State of Nebraska, as the epitome of
courtesy, helpfulness, the kind of people that you could always
rely upon. There have been times, and there have been instances
that have b een referred to by Senator Chambers that we are all
aware of. I par ticularly go back to th e inc ident tha t too k
place when Mr . Kirk wa s shot several years ago. Ther e we=e
times when I felt that perhaps they had operated di fferently
than what t he y had historically believed them to be in their
p roper role. I am co n fident th a t w ith the appo intment of
Colonel LeGrande t hat we will see the patrol more in that
traditional role than perhaps has been true from time-to-time in
the past. Remember, of course, that a body of 400 or 500
individuals is al ways going to have one, or two, or maybe more
that might co nduct t h emselves i n a mann e r th at is not
representative o f the entire group. But n onetheless. in that
p articular instance it is a one-on -one situation w i t h th e
individual citizen. Time after time, when I have protested that
kind of act ivity, to whoever happened to be the colonel of the
patrol, and I have known many of them for ma ny ye a rs, I have
always emphasized that th e advantage i s always with t h e
uniformed officer. The last thing that the S t ate of Nebr aska
needs is for the citizen to be afraid of their law enforcement
personnel. The average, ordinary citizen needs to look to the
law enforcement people as our guardian, as our protector, as the
individual we can look to. I hav e traveled across the United
States and around in the world. I n som e parts of th e U nit ed
States, in some parts of the world the last person you call for
if you need help xs a law enforcement officer. We don 't want
t hat to ever happen here in the State of Nebraska. S o, I wou l d
just suggest that as I pointed ou t this mor ning, b e fore you
concentrate one more respo nsibility on top of another
r espons i b i l i t y i n t o a s i ng l e ent i t y , b e ar i n mi nd t h at t he r e is

640


