February 6, 1987

please, on the confirmation report.

SENATCR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, 1 support Senator

Chambers' motion to delay. I want to say that I have known the
appointee, Colonel LeGrande, for many many years. He was a
resident of my district for many years. And I believe that

eventuallv we will find that he will be confirmed and that
Senator Chambers will probably have his concerns resolved. 1
want to say something at this time also, however. I raised the
question this morning relative to another bill that had to do
with transfer of authority to tie Highway Patrol. The Nebraska
Safety Patrol is going through I believe almost 50 years of
history. For many, many years they've been known in that
principle responsibility, the Nebraska Safety Patrol. They were
looked up to, across the State of Nebraska, as the epitome of
courtesy, helpfulness, the kind of people that you could always
rely upon. There have been times, and there have been instances
that have been referred to by Senator Chambers that we are all
aware of. 1 particularly go back to the incident that took
place when Mr. Kirk was shot several years ago. There were
times when I felt that perhaps they had operated differently
than what they had historically believed them to be in their
proper role. I am confident that with the appointment of
Colonel LeGrande that we will see the patrol more in that
traditional role than perhaps has been true from time-to-time in
the past. Remember, of course, that a body of 400 or 500
individuals 1is always going to have one, or two, or maybe more
that might conduct themselves in a manner that is not
representative of the entire group. But nonetheless, in that
particular instance it 1is a one-on-one situation with the
individual citizen. Time after time, when I have protested that
kind of activity, to whoever happened to be the colonel of the
patrol, and I have known many of them for many years, I have
always emphasized that the advantage is always with the
uniformed officer. The last thing that the State of Nebraska
needs is for the citizen to be afraid of their law enforcement
personnel. The average, ordinary citizen needs to look to the
law enforcement people as our guardian, as our protector, as the
individual we can look to. I have traveled across the United
States and around in the world. In some parts of the United
States, 1in some parts of the world the last person you call for
if you need help 1s a law enforcement officer. We don't want
that to ever happen here in the State of Nebraska. So, I would
Just suggest that as [ pointed out this morning, before you
concentrate one more responsibility on top of another
responsibility into a single entity, bear in mind that there is
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