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LB 59.

SENATOR LAMB:
L B 1 3 4 .

CLERK: Mr. President, 134 was introduced by the Speaker. (Read
tir.le.) The bill was introduced on January 9, referred to the
Health and H uman Se rvices Committee for hearing, advanced to
General File. I have no amendments to the bill, Mr. President.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator Barrett.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha nk you, Mr. President, and mem bers, t h e
bill which I b rin g to you today, LB 134, is a bill that would
place members of a district or a c ounty hos pital bo ard of
trustees, or a dir ector, under the p u rview of the Nebraska
Accountability and Di sclosure Commission. It wou ld allow
hospital board members to declare conflicts of interest and then
refrain from v o ting o n those is sues in which they felt they
might have a conflict of in terest. Existing law prohibits
people who have direct or indi rect fi nancial dealings with
hospitals from sitting on these bo ards . It is a crimin al
offense, essentially, is what it amounts to. The matter came up
=rom...as the result of a problem in my district with a district
hospital in which the attoi aey for the hospital felt that there
m ight be a conflict of interest in terms of me mbers who were
doing a min imal amount of business with the loca' subdivision
and they might be in violation of a cri m inal s t atute. They
could also perhaps render any decisions of the board to be void
or invalid. In checking with the Attorney General's Office this
summer, my office found that there had never been a comp laint
filed, there had ne ver been one invoked, no opinions had ever
b een issued in this matter. It was my opinion then t hat th is
statute is obs olete and unnecessar'y. Th e second part of the
bi l l es s ent i al l y pr ov i d es t h at t h e t er m " hosp i t a l " i n t he
district hospital statute is made consistent with those types of
hospital facilities that m ay be fina nced under the Nebraska
Hospital Authorities Act which repeals a section which prohibits
di trict hospitals from providing professional services directly
or indirectly through its employees. That, basically, is the
bill. It came out of Health a n d Human Services without a
dissenting vote. I enco urage you to adv ance i t to E 6 R
Initial. Thank you, Mr. President.

LB 59 ha s been advanced. The next bill is

SENATOR L A MB:
W esely wa i v e s .

The Chair recognizes Senator Wesely. Senator
Senator Barrett, do you have a close?
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