
J anuary 9 , 198 7

1 5 minutes to explain the bill and 5 minutes to close on it. I
would urge t he ado ption of this ame ndment. Thank you,
Nr. Pr es i d en t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Senator Higgins. Senator Withem,
s peaking to =he Higgins amendment to th e ame ndment. Senato r
Norehead o n d e c k .

SENATOR W ITHEM : N r . P re sident, members of the body, I am not
going to vote for the H igg ins am endment. I th ink Se nat or
Higgins did make some excellent arguments as she was giving her
presentation I guess I ]ust don't know if lim: ting p u blic
hearings to one hour, regardless of the merits of the particular
p iec e o f l eg i s l at i on , i s t h e r i g ht app r o a ch t o de a l wi t h t ho se
particular problems that she was addressing. Th e m ai n re ason,
though, that I am going to vote against this amendment is that I
th.'nk the Rules Commi tee has, on balance, a very good proposal,
a proposal that wi ll maintain a balance. W hat we are dealing
w ith here is dea'ing with two concepts, tw o ve ry good th in g s
we'd like to acc omplish. One is we wa n t to hear from the
public, and it is very important that we in the Legislature hear
from the public. A ll o f the arguments I' ve he ard ab ou t th e
Unicameral Legislature demanding it are excellent ones. We m u st
maintain public i n put. At t h e same token, we need to be more
ef f i c i en t i n p r oc es s i ng l e gi s l a t i on , i n g l e an i n g t h os e go od
ideas ou t cf th e bi ll s that are presented to us each session
w ithout dealing too much with those ideas that are not going to
become eg islation. Th i s p articular proposal that has come to
you today has a little bit of a history. I don 't rem ember if
Senator M o rehead w e nt ov e r much of the history of it when she
was giving her in troductions. Bu t if you r eca ll at th e
beginning of last session, those of you that were nere, we had a
number of deb at e s on b i l l l i mi t at i on , ag ai n t he goa l be i n g
hearing from as rr:any diverse ideas as we can, b ut le t ' s be
little m or e e ffi cient . O ut of tn at d iscussion Senator Vard
Johnson came ap with a proposal, and a pretty harsh p r oposal I
thought, t o lim it public hearings. It w as a proposal I could
not suppcrt because it gave too much power to the chairs of th e
committees, it mad e v ery little provision for making sure that
g ood bills and bills that senators re ally w an ted he ard wou ld
actually b e he ard . R u le s Committee has done a lot of work, I
think, where =hey now have a b alance wh e r e w e w i ll be m ore
efficient, but we are not going to be stomping out lots of b. Ils
from being heard. I g uess I ]ust ask you to relate to yourself,
what would you do if you had a bill that you thought greatly of
that might not have a public hearing. The first thing you do is
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