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p lease . Go ahe a d , Nr . Nc Fa r l and .

SENATOR NcFAFLAND: It w ould r ead as follows i n the fir st
s entence, it w ou l d rea d : Each c omm i ttee to wh om b ills ,
constitutional amendments, resolutions are referred, shall by an
affirmative vote of three or m or e mem b ers of the c omm i ttee,
designate which balls, cons xtutzonal amendments and resolutions
should receive a public hearing. And then I have inserted this
additional sentence: B ills not. receiving an affirnative vote of
three or more members of the comm ittee sh al l no t rec e ive a
public hearing. And then the Norehead amendment would continue
a s proposed. I think that clarifies the amb i guity ab out th e
three v otes b ec ause it wa s th e intent , wh en this Morehead
amendment was proposed, that three members of any committee, if
t hey v ot e d affirmatively, c ould r equ i r e a pub l i c h ea r i ng , bu t
chat if you could not get three votes for such a public h earing
o n any com m=ttee that a public hearrng would not be held. An d
w e took into account that al' Standing C o mmittees h av e s ev e n ,
eight cr ever. nine members, so we thought approximately a thrrd
of the members votrng could thereby compel a public hearing on a
bill. But if there were sex or five or four or more against it,
then you would not have the public hearing, if you could not get
more than three in support of xt. I' ve bee n l i s t e n i n g w i t h
great interest to the comments being made this mornrrg about the
idea of every bill having a public hearing and I think that is a
very noble gcal, and I think it is a great concept that we need
to advance because the rdea zs that all bills should be given a
legitimate public nearing, to hear both the pros and the cons of
certain b i lls so th at the Le gi s lature can be fully informed
about al' aspects of particular bills, and that is a very n oble
concept. The prob lem is is xn practice how thar. concept has
worked anc has been applied in the Legislature. Now I have been
h ere a sh o r t t ame ' ast s ession. I am just about to complete m y
first fu ll yea r i n the Legislature and I have seen some of the
w ay committee hearxngs are conducted, and I have also been he . e
b efor e as . . .and s a in on com m ittee h ea rings b ef ore I was
a ppointed to the Legislature, and I saw hcw those hearings w e r e
conducted a s well . Th e p r oblem we are trying to confront with
the Morehead amendment and my suggested amendment tc ' t i s t h e
problem o f the perfunctory hearings that are conducted whereby
the on'y reason for holding the hearrng is to co m ply wi t h th e
requirement t hat a public hearrng be held. Pu b lic hearings are
held on bills that have no chance whar. soever of passirig i n t h e
L eg i s l a t u r e , a r id p u b l r c h e a r i n g s a r e h e l d o n b i l l s wh i c h h a v e n o
chance w hatsoever of even gettrng out of committee, and that is
he problem we a re trying to ad d re ss. It h a s b ee n my
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