April 3, 1986 LB 911

particular tine | do have to take the opposite side that Senator
H ggins is expressing. The people in ny district are saying to
me they want |ocal control. | believe that those city council
menbers are equal |y as courageous as we are when we soneti nmes
have to cast dissenting votes against our friends. That's not
easy. But we are elected to |look at ¢thj ngs fairly. | also
think that the local city council people or the l'ocal planning
conm ssions are elected in this same nmanner. They are directly
in contact with their constituents day in and day out. They are
willing to make those decisions and they are willing to take
upon thensel ves the enforcement of those decisions in either

denying or granting those |jcenses. | believe that the
standards of communities across this state vary. The standard
that is acceptable in one city may not be thestandard of the
majority of citizens in another city and | believe that the

Li quor Control Comm ssion sitting in Lincoln, Nebraska, is not
always in touch with those varying standards as the people in

the communities wish to have themexpressed. | do believe that
the city councils and the local governing boards are nmore in
touch and in tune with those | ocal standards. n fact | would
say maybe the Liquor Control Commi ssion is out o“ touch pecause
they are too isolated. | think there is one other thing that we
need to consider. Just recently in the Appropriations budget we
made a change, a major change. | presented it to you for

consideration in this body. W took the enforcement mechani sm
fromthe Liquor Control Conm ssion and we transferred it to the

State Patrol. This leaves the Liquor Control Conmi ssion | ess
able to enforce their licenses, their nandatee, their decisions.
If the local people nmake the decisions, then they take upon them

the responsibility for that enforcenent. Qur State Patrol is
al ready stressed, manpowerw se, dollarwi se, are i dn'
think that was a wi se decision, the rrajorlty c\# thls body dld

But that decision along with this decision makes ne gignqg here
and say let' s give local control. They're intouch with't

citizenry, they're responsive to it and they have to be
responsible for the enforcement of it. | believe this is a good

amendnent and | believe the decisxon is there, if they don' t
want to do it at local level, then they can go back to the state

level. That optionis there. |t js a good anendnent . | ask
for your adoption.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Labedz, please.

SENATOR LABEDZ:  (Response inaudible. )

SPEAKER NI CHOL: The question has been called. pg| seefive
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