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SENATOR NELSON: Yes, Mr. President, members of the body, I
wish t h a t I cou l d gi ve a speech quite as eloquent as Senator
Johnson. B ut I c an tell that Senator He ner and Senator
J ohnson have on l y be e n r e a d i n g one s ide o f t h e n e w spaper .
The same unsigned letter went out to a lot of the shippers
in my area that only two states have it. Let me help you
out on t ha t a l i t t l e bit. Let's try Montana, Oregon,
Nebraska , Vi r g i n i a , I l l i n o i s , a nd Sou t h Carol in a hav e
antiquated laws. New Mexico has one that is a regul a t i o n
the same as the law. Texas a l so h a s ove r 75 car s f or
hazardous material. Texas and California are t a r get e d
b ecause t he y ar e ve r y st r ong u n i o n states. The S tate of
California in both houses passed by a good margin last year,
and the Governor vetoed it. They' l l be back ag a i n , so we
have more than two states. I t i s i n t h e c om mi t t ee r igh t n o w
in Iowa. Missouri just passed the law, Minnesota. S o le t ' s
get away from that two states and let's get down to the true
facts. Another thing is t here a r e 26 s t at e s , a~d I c an
verify that, of so me type of consideration o . so o n .
Another point, let's go down through i t , l ab or , .ii s i s a
labor-management issue. You' re kidding yourself i f y ou
think they are going to have five men in the cab o f t h at
engine. In the first place there i sn' t e ve n space fo r t h e m
hardly . Th er e a re t h r ee seats in there. So we are getting
down to Alliance, Ravenna, North Plat t e , N e b r a s ka , and so
on. W e are t alking economics o f t he t ow n. I ' l l go on
safety. That is kind of a big laugh to me. I have r e a d a n d
heard r a i l r oa d p r o b a b l y f or 3 9 y e a r s , so I can relate so m e
i nciden t s , a n d t hi s wi l l not show u p on t h e r e co r d . So
these safety records that are being quoted, to me, r eal l y
mean noth i ng . I nc i d en t a l l y , o n my f i g u r e s s o ',hat , I t o ok
this...I did not take this bill lightly. As yo u k n ow, I ' m
probably one of the key ones, Public Works Committee, having
b een i n t h e r ai l r o ad , my h u s b and wo r k e d, t h ey treated him
very fine through his years. But I tried to come u p wi t h
the economics. I se arched my soul. I tried to do my own
i nves t i g a t i n g . I d i d no t t a ke anyone' s word. I didn' t take
the same two states right down the line. I ca l l e d C l e v e l a n d
and I did not take Ray Linewebber's word. I wanted t o ch e c k
these out for myself so I could become a little b i t mo r e
knowledgeabl e o n t h e issue. First I' ll go on t he s a f e t y a
little bit. All of these records that they are proposing do
not mention, because t hey ar e u n r e c o r d ed , of the accidents
that were...that did not happen because of that man in t he
c aboose. Na me l y , I' ll say the car runs into the side of the
t ra i n , a n d s o on . That is one thing where they need a man
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