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M r. Pres i den t .

S ENATOR CARSTEN: Sen a t o r
Haberman. Th e qu e s t i o n h as
hands? I do . Al l t h ose i n
a ye, t h os e opp o sed v o t e n o .
M r. Cle r k .

CLERK: 26 ayes, 6 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

S ENATOR CARSTEN: Deb a t e h a s c e a s ed . S enator Joh n s on . y o u
are going to close on the amendment, is that correct?
Senator J ohnson.

SENATOR V. JOH NSON: Mr . Speaker and members of the
Legislature, my history on optometric b i l l s has b e e n as
follows. When the optometrists asked i n 1979 o r 19 80 f or
authority to put eye drops in eyes for diagnostic purposes,
I acceded to that authority. I concluded that eye drops
were not inherently dangerous, that optometrists were
u niquel y q ua l i f i ed t o f i t lenses, that primary care
physicians did not fit lenses, but optometrists did, that
while o p h t h a l mo l o g i s t s d i d that, that there were so few of
t hose throughout the state that it was fitt ing and
appropriate to allow the optometrists to put i n eye d r o p s .
But I f ee l t ot a l l y differently ab out aut horizing
optnmetrists who are lensfitters, about authorizing
optometrists to p rescribe drugs for therapeutic healing
purposes . My ey e s a r e t o o p r eci o u s for t h a t a n d y o u r s ar e ,
too. I have worn glasses all of my life. When I was
16 years old, I smashed my glasses in an accident and I had
glass all over my eyes. I c ould barely shut my eyelids
because the glass was scritching up and d own the eyeba l l s .
So what. did I do? I go to a doctor , an o rd i na r y g e n e r a l
practitioner doctor in C olumbus, Nebraska, and he v e r y
painstakingly lifts the eyelids and slowly picks out the
glass, slowly picks out the glass, and then he put s t h e
drugs in to allow for the heal ing p r o c esses t o o cc u r . That
man had the technique, the skills, and he w a s a ge ner a l
practitioner. Now, what we are authorizing today is we are
authorizing an optometrist who is a lensfitter to lift the
eyelids, pick out the glass,and t o p ut t h e d r ug s down.
Senator Chronister says the drugs are no different than the
kinds of drugs that you and I could buy at the drug s t o r e .
What drug would you buy? What would you buy at the d ru g
store to start the healing? Do you know? Th i s m o r n i n g ' s

Haberman, p l ea se . Senat o r
been ca l l e d. Do I s e f i ve
favor of ceasing debate vote
H ave you a l l v ot ed ? Rec o r d ,
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