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Committee also have input on the federal SSIG program, the
scholarship program, because there was some concern that the
Citizens Advisory Committee should have some input in that.
So those are t he two mo r e technical changes i n t h at
committee amendment that I just explained. I would u r g e t he
adoption of the amendment to the committee amendments.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Rod Johnson, did you wish to talk
to the Vic kers am endment to the comm ittee amendment?
Senator Higgins, did yo u wi sh to talk to t he Vickers
amendment to the committee amendment?

SENATOR HIGGINS: Yes, Mr . President. I f I c ou l d , I wou l d
like to ask Senator Vickers if he would yield to a ques t i on .

SENATOR VICKERS: Certainly, Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: I am l o ok i n g at t he fiscal note, Senator
Vicke<u . I t s ay s I .B 1172 c r ea t e s t he Hi gh er E ducat i o n
Planning and Rev iew Ac t. The «ct <test es the Higher
Education Planning and Review Agency and it el i m i n a t e s t .he
Nebraska Coo rdinating Commi ssion f o r Po s t sec on d a r y
Education, transfers their powers, et cetera, t he d i r ec t or
of the new one appointed by the Governor. Could yo u t e l l
me, why a i e w e d o s » g t h i s?

SENATOR VICKERS: Well , I don't e ven know whether you ar e
familiar with the C o ordinating Commission or not. Many
people in the Legislature are not. The Coordinating.

. .

SENATOR HIGGINS: You can use all of my time, Senator.

SENATOR VICKERS: W e have got a Coordinating Commission
r i gh t no w. Th e re as on we ar e doing it is because we do
spend an awful lot of money on higher educat i o n . Th e r e i s a
lot of co ncern that we do n 't h a ve any m ech anism to
coordinate everything that is going on in higher education.
This is an effort to bring that level of coordination up to
a little higher level where you wil l k now t h at s om e t h i ng i s
happenin g i n c oo r di n at i on .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Do you really put a lot of stock in these
advisory committees? It ha s been my ex pe r i enc e i n Omaha
that when we create advisory committees for different things
they are )ust a bunch of p e ople that meet, get their travel
expenses an d ev er y t h i n g and t hen those that actually make
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