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l obbying for this, they have a job todo becausetheyre
paid to do it. We have a job to do because we are feeling,
conpassi onate, caring | awrakers for the people and e 3l
stunbl e on occasion, we all go astray. This is an
opportunity to hel p Senator Hannibal cone a little closer to
that straight line that he loves to walk as nuch as | do.

SENATOR LANS: Ti me has expired, Senator. The Chair
recogni ses Senator Hi ggins.

SENATOR HI GGl NS: Thank you, Nr. President. I'"'m sorry,
Senator Chanbers, | didn't get to hear all of your speech.
| was being | obbied by another senator on another bill. |

do understand Senator Chanbers' explanation though \when he
first started to tal k about a person being given a mllion
dollar award and not being able to i pend all of it on

i nvestments. Yes, if you had a million dollars, |'m sure
you can get 10 percent interest on it because the more you
Invest, the higher therate of interest they ]| gi ve 'you
usual ly on those CDs or whatever. I guess you're right,
Senator Chanbers, a million dollar award probably the
attorneys get 40 or 50 percent of that, so you're cut down
toahalf amllion. I don't know whether or not the juries
take that into consideration, but |'mtold that when they
nmake these awards they do take into consideration cgstof

living and all the other wvarious thi ngs that you menti oned.
They use a factor or sonething to deci de what anmount to give

soneone. But | think what I...I'm thinking about now is
we' re tal ki ng about muni ci palities, gover nnment al
subdi visions. Who are the municipalities? Who arethe
governnental subdivisions? That's thetaxpayers. So what

we're asking here is, do the taxpayerswant to give an
increase every t hree years tothose people who havebeen
injured to conpensate them for inflation? |npflation, |I am
told, has been going down. Ronald Reagan saysit has. The
Omaha World Herald has said it has come down. |'m wondering
how this bill will wrk, you know, \hat are you goingto
deternine how much an increase someone should have every
three years. Those are sone of the guestions | have. |5t

fair to the other people who, once they make an agreenent in
court or out of court, they say, yes, this is “ynat we'll

settle for. Ne and my attorney il split a million
dollars. | mean, that's the decision they make at the tine
they are in court. Now if the attorney is a snmart attorney
and a negligence attorney or personal injury attorney, he is
probably going to think about inflation and he is going to
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