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without cost of li ving escalators, they i ndefinitely
depreciate and decline. This is a mechanism used elsewhere
in the statutes. It will simply say, let' s preserve the cap
where i t i s and i f we ' re g oi n g to change the cap we' ll make
a knowing and i nt e l l i ge n t d e c is i o n t o c h a nge i t , we ' r e n o t
g oing t o l et t i me t a k e i t s t o l l and wi n d u p 1 9 years f r o m
now when the dollar may once again be worth 31 cents of what
it is today. It's a simple amendment. It keeps faith with
Senator Hannibal's amendment. It's sort of a show or t e l l
amendment for Senator Hannibal. I f h e m a d e i t a mi l l i on
dollars, all right, let's do it at a million dollars but
l et ' s p l a y b y the rules of the game, let's k eep i t h o n e s t ,
let's make sure a million dollars continues to be a million
dollars on into the future. I ' d a s k the adoption of the
amendment.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator Hannibal.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Mr. Chairman and members, I would urge
that you vote against the amendment. What Senator Hoagland
is offering you is a cost of living increase for tort claims
and if you wish to do that I suppose that's all right, but
we' re here for the reason of making laws for the S tate o f
Nebraska. A n d wh a t I would recommend that better public
policy is that if $1 million and $5 million at some time in
the future is deemed by the future body of the Legislature
to be an unreasonably low cap on the limits that were set by
this body in LB 14, that we come i n here and t h e 49 of u s
forthrightly and by a majority vote t hrough due p ro c e s s ,
r aise t h a t l i mi t t o whatever amount you want. A nd i f we
want to look back in history and say, wel l $1 mi l l i on i n
1986 is the same as $17 million is today, let's raise that
cap to $1 7 m i l l i o n, t h en so b e i t . But to suggest that we
put a cost of living increase on legal liability limits, to
me is no t on l y b a d p u b l i c po l i cy , but i t ' s j u st k i nd o f a
dereliction of our duty as a Legislature and I would urge
that you vote against the amendment.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, I do oppose this particular
amendment. Senator Conway sitting here a few minutes ago
said, well, what does the previous amendment do, the one we
j ust v o t e d o n ? And I sai d , we l l , l et me si m p li f y i t . I t ' s
trial attorneys versus municipa l i t i e s and t h en h e said,
well, whose turn is it to win this time? The point I make
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