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not to solve the problem. Before you do s omething I w o u l d
suggest you at le ast consider a f e w f ac t s wh i ch t h e
newspapers, and usually those supporting bill limits, choose
t o i gno r e and w ha t you do on bill limits is kind of
irrelevant because if you really want to "solve" the problem
you keep talking about, the solution is different than bill
l im i t s . Bu t l e t ' s t a l k about b i l l s and some u ni q u e
characteristics about Nebraska. If you put a bill limit, it
presumes that all bills are created equal. That' s t r u e i n a
lot of other states. It's not true in Nebraska . I t ' s n ot
t rue i n Neb r a s k a b eca u s e we hav e a p r ov i s i on i n our
Const i t u t i o n , un l i k e t he federal government, unlike most
states, unlike Iowa for example, that says every single
subject has to have a separate bill. You can' t have more
t han one s u b j ec t i n one b i l l . So if you want to change a
comma that was erroneousIy made in a bi l l , i f yo u wan t t o
simply update a statute with something that's completely
noncontroversial and technical, you have t o have a s e p a r a t e
bill. The best evidence of this is to look at the r eviso r ' s
bi l l . I d on ' t know whether 20 , 3 0 , 4 0 i n t r od u c ed a t t h e
b eginning o f t h i s se s s i o n , about 50 usually at the beginning
of a new year, those are simply bills, each one requ i r i n g a
separate bill for what that subject. In another state you' d
have one b i l l f or al l of those. The same way is true of
committees. Committees may have jurisdiction over public
health, welfare and they h ave hal f a doze n l i t t l e t h i ng s
that need to be done and maybe half a dozen major things.
Normally, in another state you might use one or two bills.
I n Nebraska you h av e t o u s e a d o z e n . That doesn't mean they
take a lot more time. It doesn't mean they aren't processed
just as efficiently. Now , let 's talk about the a ctual
e xpe: cence o f b i l l l zmi t at xon s , and I wish you'd take this
i nto consideration. We tried bill limitations several
times. The most recent tame we tried bill limitations I
t h ink wa s wh e n t h e n ew c r op of se n a t o r s , oh , s i x , eight
years ago, Senator Beutler and his group came in. W e tr i e d
them and guess what resulted? And you can go b ack an d c h eck
the records. We had the most bills ever i n t r oduced and s o
f i na l l y w e a b a ndoned b i l l l i mi t a t i on s h ere a f e w y e ar s a g o .
What happened? The bi l l number of introductions actually
went down an d i f you wi l l go b ack and check yo u wi l l f i nd
that we had the lowest numberof bills introduced in any
legislature in the United States of America. My point is,
unless you' re willing to deal with the substance r a t h e r t h an
the form, putting artificial l imi t s so l v e s not h i n g . Now,
Senator Carpenter used to make a point back when I remember
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