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SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of the body, my
amendment allows the cattle people to receive a refund if
they so ap p l y. Two yea r s a g o we pa s sed a b eef check-o f f
b il l a n d w e h a d approx imate l y 12 to 13 farm organizations
support that. And now the support has dra in ed away fo r t he
beef check-off bill, the mandatory part. I 'm making this
that they can apply for a refund. Now let's look and see
which states have a refund, Kansas, Iowa, Colorado, Wyoming,
Oklahoma, Minnesota , I l l i no i s . They have re funds . Al so I
would like to call to the attention of this b ody tha t t h e y
had a beef check-off refund bill in this state and all of
the people who raised beef went to the ASCS office, they
were qualified that they raise beef. They voted and it
failed twice. Now we' ll take one more step a nd le t ' s l oo k
and see how much money is raised by those states that have a
check-off. In Iowa they raised $ 1 , 6 86 ,000; Col or ad o t h e y
r aised $1 m i l l i o n. I n Nebraska, with a mandatory, we only
raised $673,000 more. A l so i n Neb r a sk a we have u n equal
collection. We have unequal assessments and here is the
reason. We have brand areas which means the western half of
the state, every time you sell some cattle a man from the
State Brand Department comes out and checks the brand. Upon
h is che c k i n g t h e b r a n d , h e i ssues h o w m u c h i s du e at
25 cent s a h ea d fo r t h e cattle that are sold. N ow t h e
eastern part of the s tate i s a n onb r a n d a r e a . They sel l
their cattle and there is no one there to enforce the law or
to collect the money. So it doesn't balance out. I t i s n ' t
fair. Not o nly that, but they don't only collect the
25 cents per head once, they collect it four times. Now the
beef board, in all of 'ts wisdom, decided that beings they
were getting so much heat that a cow and a calf, w hen i t w a s
sold, would only count as one head, one head . Now t he l aw
says 25 cents per head, but the board voted to c ount a c o w
a nd a ca l f as o n e h e ad . The Attorney General came back and
said they can't do this because anybody can add a cow is one
and a calf is two, that's two head. But they tried to
change it to only count one head. So you can see , b y t h a t ,
that the pressure is there to make it with a refund. Now
this summer we had a series of hearings and had a bill and a
survey showed 1,795 people to around 300 people wanted the
enti r e b i l l k i l l ed . So this is a compromise. We are still
going to have the beef check-off, but i t i s go i ng t o be ,
t hey can h ave a r e f u n d . It is not going to hurt the program
that much. But we have a lot of citizens out there that
aren't paying it. Do you know that the Attorney General' s
offi.ce is sending out letters, trying to collect $1.50,
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