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pick u p additional coverage in those l ower cost
alternatives. The intent though is if we tell them this is
what w e ar e go i ng to do in terms of c opayments a n d
deductibles, we can work out the better things that we need
to have done. If we don't give them a date and don' t g i v e a
goal, then we will do like we have for three years, just put
it off and put it off and put it off.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Well, Senator, I like your concept but the
o nly t h i n g I d on ' t l i ke i s t h at we d o n ' t kn o w w hat k i n d o f
deductible we are talking about because the 3 percent salary
i ncrease we ar e go i n g t o g i v e t he m , cou l d i t be ent i r e l y
e aten up b y an i n cr e a s e i n insurance premium or by that
deductible and that is the only t hing I r e al l y don ' t l i ke
that we haven't set what the deductible will be.

SENATOR WESELY: Bu t that is an advantage to an employee
because we are not setting anything into the intent language
now because we want to work with them and negotiate that out
with them, and again the 3 percent is for this next year but
this intent language won't take effect until t he f o l l o w i n g
year so another salary increase will have to be negotiated
with them. S o , see, this will be part of all that effort
but we tell them right now that we are going to move in this
direction to make this change a nd t h e n t h a t w a y w e c a n w o r k
with them over the next year.

SENATOR HIGGINS: What is their hammer when they negotiate'?

SENATOR WESELY: What is their hammer?

SENATOR HIGGINS: Yes, can they g o o n st r i ke ?

SENATOR WESELY: No, (interruption).

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time is up.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, w ould y o u l i ke t o c l os e o n
your amendmen . please.

SENATOR WESELY: Mr . S pe a k e r , I would like to ask for a call

SPEAKER NICHOL: The question is, shal l t he hou s e go un d er

of the h ouse .
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