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Revenue, is this, the amendment is likely to r e su l t i n a
slippage on the fiscal note t o 715 be t ween 5 0 p e r c en t a n d
66 2/3 percent. In other words, when one l ook s at one' s
green sheet, which I have in my h and, and when one t u r n s i t
over and finds the fiscal note to 715, one wi l l se e a f i sca l
n ote o f $ 11,300,000 . Th e Dep ar t me n t o f Reve n u e
suggests...that is how much this bill will gain for us. The
Department of Revenue suggests that with the R emmers
amendment that figure should be r evised downward t o ab o u t
$5 mi l l i o n. Now, m i n d y ou , this bill started out as a
$40 million bill for a full year and there has been a little
whittle here and a little chunk there. I t ' s l i k e s tar t i n g
out with a pine branch and finally we are down to the
toothpick. That maybe is all that we have the backbone to
muster. But the Department of Revenue s a y s t h e Re mmers
amendment has a very, very significant effect on the dollars
t o be r e c e i v e d b y L B 7 1 5 . So I a m t el l i ng y o u , c o l l ea gues ,
if the amendment is placed on th e bi l l and t h e b i l l is
advanced, you should immediately inform your constituents
that you are voting a tax increase for them. That i s t h e
bottom line. The bottom line is that our income tax rates
or our sales tax rates will have to go up, wil l h a v e t o go
up if this amendment comes on. It is as simple as that.
Number three, with respect to my second question to the
Department of Revenue which was, what do our sister s tat e s
do with the issue raised by Senator Remmers? The Department
of Revenue reminded me again of something that we forget.
All of our sister states impose a s a l e s t ax on ener g y
consumed by business, by retailers and commercial business
ventures . They a l l d o . Nebraska i s t h e on l y e xcept i on .
None of our sister states have this kind of measuring stick
that Senator Remmers w ould o f f er , non e do. A l l o f ou r
sister states impose a more significant sales tax on energy
consumption by business than is proposed in 715 without the
Remmers amendment. So when one talks about business climate
one should remember that the business climate in Nebraska,
with respect to this little, tiny tax issue,

. . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

S ENATOR V. JOHNSON: . . . ha s bee n more favorable than any of
our sister states, more favorable, and that even with the
change made by 715 it will still be more favorable on this
one tiny issue than our sister states. Al l t h at i s
happening is that an organization that has fought this bill
bitterly from day one is coming back for that final fight
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