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might literally fall within one phrase or ano t he r o f t he
statute. Whenever we write laws, whenever we t r y t o app l y
general language to specific situations, we have difficulty
and the language can be criticised and we have that with
this bill as with a lot of other bills. But the essential
thrust of the problem is that it i s cu r r e n t l y i l l egal t o
consume alcohol while you are driving a car or while you are
i n a ca r on a pub l i c r o ad w a y . But e x p e r i e nce ha s sho wn
through the years that t hat p r ov i si on i s s i mp l y not
enforceable. It has been on the hooks s i nc e 193 5 , s i nce
1935 we first passed a law making i t i l l eg al t o co nsu me
alcohol o n a pub l i c st r eet w h il e in a v eh i cl e . Bu t t he
problem we had is with the word "consumption". Consumption
requires that the police officers observe somebody drinking
before them. Many other states have gotten around that
problem by having laws that prohibit possession of an open
container within the reach of the driver. T hat is all
Senator Sieck's bill does. I t h i n k i t i s . . . I don ' t kn o w why
we feel the need to defend that kind of activity. I don' t
know why we feel the need to make it sound as if the values
of th e ci vi l l i be r t a r i an s ar e on the line with respect to a
bil l l i ke t h i s . I t h i nk any r e s p ons i b l e dr i ve r i s no t go i ng
to want people drinking alcohol in his car or her car within
the reach of the driver. I think that is an obligation, a
duty that we can impose on dr i v e r s l eg i t i m a t e l y i n t h i s
body. It really is the intent of the laws of the State of
Nebraska t o i mp o s e that kind of obligation on them anyway.
It is an enforcement problem, at least to the necessity for
t hi s k i n d o f a l aw. I pe r son a l l y a m n o t t r oub l e d w i t h i t at
al l . I t h i nk i t make s sense. I think it i s going to
decrease t h e a mount o f d r i n k i n g a n d d r i v i ng w e h ave on t h e
streets in Nebraska that is u l t i m a t e l y g oi n g t o sa ve l i v es .
I really see no point in our not supporting t h is . I
particularly see no point in our spending a great deal of
t ime deba t i n g i t . I wou l d ur ge you to vote against this
kill motion and to advance this bill. Thank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Haberman, please.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr . President and members of the body,
here a fe w ye ar s ag o w e p a s sed a DWI b i l l and si n ce t h er e
h as b e e n a b i g pu sh pu t on to...if somebody becomes
intoxicated in a bar, take him home. Get somebody to take
him home. Maybe the bartender has a friend, call a cab, or
maybe it is my friend. Or maybe somebody in the bar got to
talking to this fellow and he says, hey, it is time to go
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