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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Schmit, then Senator Hannibal.

SENATOR SCHMIT: I f ee l a l i t t l e b i t l i ke t he vo l l ey b a l l at
a volleyball game, but I' ve been there before. I just want
to say that I do appreciate the issue being discussed and
debated by bot h o f my good f r i en d s h e re because t h ey
certainly are each bringing a particular perspective to the
issue. I guess one of the ironies of the entire i ssue o f
custody a nd ch i l d support an d d i v or ce i s t he app a r en t
presumption that there i s su c h a t h i ng as a f r i en d l y
divorce. During the many years that I have worked with this
k ind o f l eg i sl at i o n I h a v e s p oken t o hun dr e d s i f n ot
thousands of individuals that were i nvolved i n d i v o r c e s a nd
I don ' t know that I have ever found a completely friendly
divorce. I don't think that such a th ing i s p o s s i b l e . I ' d
have to say in all honesty speaking f or t h ose o f u s w h o a r e
not divorced that there are a lot of marriages that are not
a l l t h a t f r i end l y ei t he r and if they think those a re a l l
>armonious an d the children all l ive i n peac e and
tranquility they ought to be around the Schmit place for a
few days sometimes and find out that isn't always the way it
h appens. I t he l ped a lot that I was gone a lot , got up
early in the morning and the Mrs. took care of the children,
but the point I want to make is this. We are dealing with
the lives of children. Children can take a lot of booting
around, a lot of physical abuse, but the mental abuse is
something which is different and I guess my concern a b ou t
the amendment that Senator Hann i ba l pr o p o sed when h e f i r s t
discussed it with me was t hat I have a v e r y s t r ong
conviction that children have to belong to something. They
have t o b e r oo t e d s o mewhere. T hey h a v e t o h a v e s ome p l a c e ,
a room, a b ed , a p l ace , a co r n e r t h at t h ey can call their
own, that they know it is theirs which they can retreat, if
you want to call it that, and r ec o g n i z e s e c u r i t y . And I
guess one of my concerns about joint custody was t he i d e a
that children live first i n one a r e a and t h en i n another
area. The r e i s also a second concern and that is the matter
of joint custody raises the question of the amount o f
interest each parent might have and is there i n f a c t j o i nt
custody'? D oe s on e t r y t o d o more than the other? Does one
do less than the other? We come back again to what I think
the committee has tried to do and that is to place that
responsibility with the court and the court certainly needs
to look at it. I believe, and I told Senator H annibal , I
b el i eve t h a t j oi nt cu st o d y w o u l d b e used ve ry , v e r y r a re l y ,
but I know that there are many times, many times when one
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