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about it, that our shield law violates the provisions of a
Supreme Court decision called, Branzbur vs. Ha e s and
without getting into the details of what shield laws are and
what the U.S. Supreme Court has said on the subject, let me
only read a passage from that Supreme Court decision that
makes it clear that the Nebraska Legislature may, if i t
wishes, pass a shield law that either grants a qualified or
an abso l u t e p r i v i l ege t o t h e me d i a . Now it's true that the
Nebraska Shield Law in protecting sources that a re used by
t he m e d ia i n wr i t i ng t e l ev i s i on stor i e s o r news p aper
stor i e s . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: ...is one of the strongest in the nation.
But the Branzburg case clearly allows shield laws of the
strengths of th e Ne braska Shield L aw, ev e n t hou g h t he
Branzburg c as e a l so st an d s f o r and articulates the Sixth
Amendment arguments that I have mentioned earlier. I have a
passage here from the Branzburg decision on page 706 and I
won't have the time to read it, but I can later, that makes
it clear that state legislatures are free and state courts
are free to respond "in their own way, construing their own
Constitutions so as recognize a newsman's privilege, either
qual f i ed o r ab so l u t e , e i t he r qu al i f i ed o r absolu t e . " Th e
Neb -. k a Le g i l at u r e chose to recognize that ir. a par t i cu l ar
fasi;ion r. tne ca! ly '9:Os a==e! the E! anzburg decision was
h anded c ow n n 19 , : , f r om t h en tn the p !esent there has
ne er neer: a conflict, there has n eve! b e e n a p r ob l em a n d
an, n t !i e k i nd o f h y pn t h e t . s c a l e t h at Senato! DeCamp might
raise are strictly that. And I t h i n k i t i s u nnec e s s a r y f or
u s t o l eg i s l a= e o n t h e ba s i s of hypotheticals. W'th that I
would urge you to oppose this motion if Senator DeCamp does
choose to put it to a vote. Thank y ou . M r . Pr es i d e n t .

P RESIDENT: Sen a t o r C h a mber s .

SENATOR CHA MBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the
Legislature, I believe in freedom of the press. I be l i e v e
=hat we have to allow the press even to be irresponsible on
occasion, but we should n 't encourag e t hem t o be
i r r e s p on s i b l e and t o t al l y disregardful of t h e rights of
citizens, almost maliciously disregardful of the truth or
the facts of the stories that they do and I wouldn't want =o
see anything that w ould smack of licensing the media.
However, I don't want the media to take too much license
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