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SENATOR V . JO HNSON: I w i l l i f you l i ke , I mean I wi l l
elaborate if you'd like for me to do that, Senator Nelson,
but I don't want to take your time.

SENATOR NELSON: Please, for my...I'm not...I'm just trying
to straighten this out in my mind. I 'm t h i n k i ng i n t er ms of
when we had the bill the other day for unemployment
i nsurance an d so on , I h ave reservations on the amount of
thi s b i l l , bu t I ' m n ot b ei ng co n t r a d i c t o r y o r a nything e l s e .
I f you woul d p l e ase h e l p me .

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: Senator Nelson, those are absolutely
legitimate questions. T hey have been discussed many times
by a lot of people who know a lot more on the subject than
do I . Th er e i s a . . . ev e r y p o o r per son i n o ur society will
receive food stamps and those food stamps certainly have a
cash benefit. Probably the average value of the food stamp
to a Nebraska consumer or to the Nebraska ADC recipient is
about $115 a month. In addition, al l ADC r e c i p i en t s wi l l be
eligible under our own standards for Medicaid and again, the
average...I can't give you the a verage v a l u e o n t h a t be c a u se
i t d epe n d s o n whet he r o r not on e i s s i ck . So tha t ' s a
noncash benefit that they would r ecei ve . I n add i t i on , i f a
community has a subsidized housing program which not e v e ry
community does have, ADC recipients may avail themselves of
that program as well as other l ow i n come peop le . Th at i s
known as the Section 8 program, and again, the value of that
is dependent to a large extent on whether the community or
landlords make it available, but let me h ypothesize a
reasonable value in the neighborhood of $70 a month. I
think those are the primary noncash benefits available to
ADC rec i p i e n t s . Now t here h a v e b e e n i n t h e l ast t e n yea r s
t here h a ve been a variety of books published by ve r y
conservative thinkers such as George Gilder w ho w o u l d
suggest that the value of these noncash benefits has had a
fairly dramatic effect of lifting people out of poverty.
That issue has been hotly debated as to the (a) the value of
the benefits and (b) poverty def i n i t i on s , ( c ) t he t a r get i n g
of those benefits and the like. And the truth of the matter
is that in the last five years in particular with changes in
Congress t h e v a l ue of benefits has eroded dramatically.
Medicare is down 10 percent. Medicaid. Medicaid is down
10 percent in value. Fo od stamps are off about 10 percent
in value. W e have...a number of children have been moved
out of the ADC program. For example, we used to provide ADC
benefits to children who were in college or voc-tech schools
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