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Vickers is entitled to close.

SENATOR VICKERS: M r . President, members, the issue, I
think, is very clear. The i s s u e i s wh et h e r o r n ot a
producer of the commodities in this state, that we have
checkoff programs for, is entitled to get those dollars
back, is entitled to ask for a r efund . F or t hose p e op l e
that say this is not going to work, I r e f e r you on c e a g a i n
to what happened in other states. It has worked. I refer
you to what happened with the pork industry, it has worked.
Let me tell you that the program is still mandatory a s f a r
as taking the dollars from your pocket to start with is
concerned . The p ro gr am i s s t i l l manda t o r y . For t h o se
livesto=k feeders that are concerned because it didn't work
before when it was totally voluntary, it's not going to be
voluntary now either. I'm not going to have any ch o i c e
whether those dollars are taken from me or not . They a r e
going to take them. I' ve got to make some action to get
them back. Now if the commodity checkoff boards a re a f r a i d
t hey' re g o i n g t o d o such a damn lousy job that the majority
of us are going to ask for the dollars back, then they
probably ought to get them back. Maybe the bil' that I
i n t r o duced , t o k i l l a l l o f t h em, w ould have been t he be s t
thing to do. I ca nnot understand how the farm groups of
t hi s s t a t e , i n c l udi n g the commodity groups, such as t he
livestock feeders where there is a number of them down here
today, can say to us they don't want it refundable because
i f t h a t i s t he cas e . . . I c an t el l you r i ght no w i f we m ak e i t
mandatory, and if we sa y t he y ar e go i n g to affect
l egi s l a t i o n , t h er e i sn ' t much need for a Livestock Feeders
Association anymore, there isn't much need f or t h e Stock
Growers Association anymore. I don't see any need for those
kinds of organizations at all, and I'm in the l i v e s t o c k
business. Let me tell you how it works. I u sed to be a
member of the Stock Growers Association, u nti l I go t i n t h i s
body, and the issue of the v et s c hoo l c ame up . F or t h r e e
years the Stock Growers Association used my m oney to l ob b y
agains t m y p o s i t i on . I finally said, you know that is dumb,
I 'm stupid , and I qu i t b e l ong i ng to it. But now we are
about to say as far as checkoff dollars a re concer ned = h a t
that same thing could happen, but I couldn't ask for my
dol l a r s b a c k . I j us t want t c make one clear point, and I
hope t he pr e ss p i ck s t hi s u p , and I h ope those p eo p l e
r epresen t i n g t ho se commodity groups are l i s t en i ng goo d
because I'm g o ing to come in, if this amendment isn' t
adopted, and if LB 60 is passed, I 'm go in g t o int r oduce a
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