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such a law. It was the intent to better the i ndus t r y , t o
provide a better product and to make the public aware o f i t .
It occurs to me that at least one board b u d ge t t h at I d i d
look at was approximately S700,000, and if the amendment
were to pass, it also occurs to me that up 25 percent o f
t hat c ou l d b e u sed . I f m y m e n t a l a r i t hm e t ic i s correc t
w e' re l o o k i n g a t perhaps a s m uch a s $175,000. Th at i s a
considerable sum of money. I think that most of these
boards have been effective in their lobbying. I t h i n k t he
best example I can think of in the terms of i ndi v i d u a l
lobbying and pressure points, at least in this session, is
LB 662. I don't believe there is anyone in here who cou l d
deny t h at t he r e w as heavy l ob b y i n g an d p r es s ur e o n that
particular bill. I b elieve if individuals and groups want
to lobby and feel strongly enough about a particular subject
t hey ar e g o i n g t o do i t and I t h i nk i t shou l d be done on a
volunt ar y b as i s . Massive lobbying can be a ccompli shed a n d
can be effective. I don't believe that we s hould t a k e t h e
money away f r om r e s earch , marketing and development. Again,
I would oppose the amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Schmit, t hen Senator Warner .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President,members of the Legislature,
I guess I'm always amazed when I hear people say we should
not use tax funds for lobbying purposes. I f you t ake a w a y
all the tax supported lobbyists out of this place, we' ll be
through here in sixty days instead of ninety days and I'm
not s o su r e t h at we wouldn't have, as some of m y fr i e n d s
h ave i n d i c a te d , be t t er l eg i s l a t i on . The facts are that for
many years the Wheat Board did use tax funds for lobbying.
I want to point out a specific example. Again, se v e r a l d ay s
ago we began a process of phasing the government o ut o f a n
initial incentive program that was established in 1971, the
gasohol program. That program was established in 1971 and
the Nebraska Wheat Board pu t $ 5, 0 0 0 i n t o a lobbying effort
and without that money we probably wouldn't have passed the
bil l and o f any one thing that h as h e l p e d Neb r a s k a
agriculture in the last 15 years that has been it. A nd I ' l l
t el l y o u s o meth i n g , I was a freshman legislator and I would
not have gotten the job done without the Wheat Board' s help.
The same gr ou p s who o ppose t he b i l l t od a y, LB 60 , opposed
the establishment of that bill. They have opposed i t f o r
the l a st 14 ye ar s . Do you kn o w wh a t t h ey have done t o
assist in the development of agricultural research'? Not one
blasted thing. I'm going to tell you something. I ge t
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