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at Scottsbluff, one each at Agate and Homestead. I want to
tell you just a little bit about the ranger training because
we are giving these people authority to enforce our criminal
statutes. To be a commissioned ranger and it deals only
with these four commissioned rangers, they have to complete
400 hours of training at the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center at Glencove, Georgia. F our h u n d red h o u r s ,
equiva l en t t o 10 we ek s f u l l t i me t ra i n i ng . I t h i nk you
would agree that is equal to or surpasses that that we
r equire i n N e b r a ska a t o u r Law Enforcement Training Center.
The reason they are pushing for this i s t ha t i t wou l d b e a n
asset f or ru r a l a rea s . I t w o u l d al l ow s ome p e o p l e to
enforce their laws on their federal lands again, these four
r angers i n a ru r al ar ea . F~r example, one of the examples
that they gave to me is down at Homestead National Monument,
should t h e y s~ e a l ock ed c ar and a pe rs on t r yi n g t o b reak
into a locked car at night, they would have no arresting
authority and they would have no choice but to call for a
deputy sheriff and however. . .or a st at e t r oo p e r a n d h owever
long it might take for them to get there to try to apprehend
that person that is breaking into that car. A little better
example, I think, is that by policy they have alarm systems
in a l l o f t h e i r bu i l d i n g s o n t he s e monuments a nd by po l i c y
they cannot enter a building with an alarm system going off
unless they have someone with arresting authority and they,
of cou r se , do n ot have arresting authority so i f you c a n
visualize in Senator Scofield's District at Agate Fossil
Beds where they have several buildings full of very valuable
things that they have dug from the fossil beds, if the alarm
system goes off at night, they have no authority to go into
that building. They have no choice but to call for a deputy
sheriff in Sioux County or whatever that county might happen
to be and it might literally be a n hour o r t w o h o u r s b e f o r e
the law enforcement officer with arresting authority can get
there. So this would expand that arresting authority on
these federal monument areas only to these four commissioned
park rangers that have completed this 400 hours of training
in Glencove, Georgia. Again, I would reiterate, i t was an
interim study because the bil l w a s i n t r od u ced l a s t ye ar .
The county attorneys in these t hree c oun t i e s involved had
some question about this and wanted to take a closer look at
it so it w a s he ld over for an interim study . As I
understand , t h at was c o mple t ed . The c ounty a t t o rn e y s
withdrew any questions they might have had and t h er e was no
opposition at the committee hearing. And that i s abou t i t
r eal l y . I t i s a r at he r s i mp l e bi l l . I wou l d b e happy to
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