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SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker and members oi the body,
this is a very important vote you are about to take be
cause as Senator Beutler has well pointed out, this is a
vote that deals with the financing of the representative
branch of government and you and I are unique. There are
forty-nine of us and we are here to represent a constitu
ency and it is important that we have adeouate services
to be able to do the kind of Job that we are elected to
do. Senator Hefnex said that one reason why he opoosed
this resolution is because legislative budgets have grown
tremendously and he 1s absolutely right. He is right, but
that has not occurred only in Nebraska. That has occur red
in state after state aftex state throughout the countrv
and the reason is simple. Until about 1960 virtually
every state legislature was still a nineteenth century
institution that simply dealt with very simple measures
and what had happened i n t h e 1 9 30' s and 1940's and 1950's
is that the federal government had grown enormous because
state leg1slatures had simply not advanced and could no
longer adecuately represent the people. And so the
federal government began to take on all law making res
ponsibilities in American society. Starting in 1960,
however, state legislature aftex' state legislature began
to catch the drift,sam, we' ve got to modernize our insti
tution, otherwise we will truly be anachronisms and as a
result we began to put money into a bill drait1ng service,
into a fiscal analysts off1ce, into a research council,
into our own travel, into staff assistance and the like
and that happened throughout the land. Is that wrongy
No. lt is Important to continue to strengthen the demo
cracy's basic institution and that is us and if we don' t
do so, if we don't do so, we will find eventually the
people's repx esentatives erroded, emasculated and rendered
impotent. That is something that we don't want to have
happen. Now there are those in this body who say we have
plenty of staff. Let me suggest this. Some members here
have two staff pex'sons. Some members here mav have less
than two because they lay a staff person off in the sum
mertime. Some members here have four or five staff
people. All the members here, though there is staff, the
kind oi staff1ng pattern that folk follow here 1s essen
t1ally in conformity with our basic legislative guide
lines. Now some people in this body are Republicans,
some are Democrat. Some people are activist senators
and they bring in thirty bills. Some bring in five
bills. Some people in this body are quite well to do.
Some like myself are poor as church mice.. . .poox'er than
that says Johnny DeCamp. Now the truth of the mattex'
is we come in xdth 5a individual variations but simply
because we have individual variations does that mean
that we should reduce every member in this body to the


