May 10, 1983 LB 583

Senat or \Wesely, Senator Jacobson.

SENATOR JACOBSON: M. President, nenbers of the Legislature,
| rise to give a brief report and a boost to the anendnent
by Richard Petez'son. What this will do would be delete
Hastings and Lincoln regional centers and nmental health
centers fromthe bill. They are happy. They don't want to
be inthe bill. It's affects the Mental Health Center at
Norfol k only and | suggest that we pass this amendnent.
Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Rod Johnson. No. Is there further dis-
cussion2 SenatorRichard Peterson, do you wi sh to add any-
nore'? To your anendnents

SENATOR RI CHARD PETERSON: No, | Just ask for its adoption.

PRESI DENT: Motion is the adoption of the Peterson anendnents
to LB 583. All those in favor vote aye, opposed vote no.
Have you all voted? Clerk will record.

CLERK: 31 ayes, 0 nays, M. President, on adoption of
Senat or Peterson's anendnent.

PRESI DENT: Anendments are adopted. Senat oz Peterson.

SENATOR RI CHARD PETERSON: M. President and nmenbers of the
Legi sl ature, the Community Mental Health Services Act as
enacted in 1974 included a very broad statutorial purpose
aut horising the six regional boards to establish comunity
centers with a ma)or stipulation being that they furthered
nental health. | have no disagreenent with the purpose of
the act itself but | do see a necessity in creating a

hi gher authority than the regional boards which LB 583 is
intended to do. | think it is inmportant to recognize that
the Conprehensive Mental Health, Community Mental Health
Services are extensions of a State agency and are funded

for the nost part by State noney, yet they exist as autononous
i ndependent entities wholly separate fromthe State invol ve-
nent. There's no question that the services provided are
necessary and positive. The only issue here is unlimted
power and authority that the regional boards are all owed
towield in admnistration of these State funded prograrns.
As a short-termgoal, | see LB 583 as reinstating a rel a-
tive degzee of authority to the State |evel by vesting with
the Director of Medical Services the discretionary power- to
wi thhold funding, if in fact, services are duplicated within
a pazticul ar geographic proxinmty. As a |ong-term goal,

| see that LB 583 will reinforce the notion that comunity
based centez's are within the Jurisdiction of the boards and
the State and it will assure a nore integrated and conprehen-
sive programthat will be nore efficient method of meeting



