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April 16, 1982 6024, 868, 761, 787, 799,
816, 816A, T799A, 412, 933

PRESIDENT: Go ahead Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, I would like to read a couple of
items in 1f I may.

PRESIDENT: All right, go ahead and read some matters in.

CLERK: Senator Hefner offers explanation of vote.
(Regarding LB 868, see page 2017 of the Legislative
Journal).

I have two notices of bllls having been presented to the
Governor. (Regarding LB 761 and 787. See page 2017 of
the Legislative Journal).

Mr. President, Senator Fowler would move that the Legislature
would override the line-item reduction that reduces the
appropriation from the Highway Cash Fund to the Department

of Roads Operation Cash Fund.

PRESIDENT: Chailr recognizes Senator Fowler.

SENATOR FOWLER: Mr. President, if I could have some
attention I'1ll briefly explain with the issue 1s in the
veto here.

PRESIDENT: (GAVEL)...either they are all out or they are
all paying attention so go ahead.

SENATOR FOWLER: Among the vetoes was three and a half
million dollars in highway funds. Now, if there is anything
I think that has been a priority in the Legislature, it has
been and something that many people from outstate Nebraska
said 1s a growing need 1is money for roads. Now the level
of appropriation that weestablished 1s based on the Depart-
ment of Roads request for what they felt was necessary and

I think they cut that back from what they really feel is
needed to bulld a gcod highway system in Nebraska. Now

the Governor for reasons that I can not quite understand
vetoed three and a half million dollars in highway funds.
The only rationale that I can determine is that it is to
maintaln the gas tax at the current level. Now three and

a half million dollars 1s a 3.2% cut in the state funds

for the road construction program. The reason it was does
is that revenues in the highway fund as revenues in all
other funds in the state are low. What I do not understand
is when we have raised every other conceivable tax and fee
to make up for a lack of revenue suddenly when we get to the
roads program and the gas tax and the variable gas tax that
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