April 17, 1978 LB 742

You are bullding a crime on top of an act whilich the state
enacted that I think never should have been 1in the firs:
place. You have required the fee for the sticker. lcw

you are making it a crime. I feel a relatively serious

crime to misuse thls sticker that ought not exist in <the

first place. I belleve that this 1s one of the wros:

tall ends of a session that I have seen. Not Just because

of the carelessness and the slip-shoddiness of the pro-
cedures that we are utilizing nce which always happens but

the nature of the acts that are going to pass the legislature.
Why are you so quick and anxious to make things criminal?

Why are you anxlous to create criminals out of people who

have no criminal Intent? Who have no criminal predilecticrs
who fit the definition of crimlnal 1In no sense other than

that the legislature had decided arbitrarily to define an

act that they may commit as a crime. I thinx that the amend-
ment 1s totally wrong. I think that it ought not be added

to thils blll. It is not a compromlse, let the Game and Park
Commission and the other people who feel that this is to much
moriey to charge work out something else and call it a compromise.
But, to convert ordinarily law abiding citizens into criminals
I think is wrong. If you do it you are going to add more
statistics and be able toc terrify people by talking about now
many crimirals exist in the soclety. When you take conduct
which of itself is not harmful to anybody, what would it

hurt the state if 20 kids sneeked into the park and didn':
pay? How 1s that hurting you Senator Keyes? How does 1t
hurt me? If a group of old people...

SENATOR SAVAGE: You have one minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: drive into the park under cover of darkness
and ®n't pay the fee, who is hurt by that? 3ut, how might

you hurt somebody and thelr consclous if you make them feel
that they are violating a law and beconming a criminal by doing
what you are prohlblting here. I think that it i1s a shame.

I will nct vote for this amendment. I hope that the rest of
you will think serlously about what you are doing. 3Secause
this 1s Just a passing fancy late 1in the afternoon at the

tail end of the sesslion of the Leglslators. Think about thne
people upon whom 1t willl impact and I think that you can fingd
a better way. Certainly a different ocne.

SENATOR SAVAGE: Chalr recognizes Senator Hewell.

SENATOR NLEWEL: Question.

SENATCR SAVAGE: Questlon has been called for. Do I see five
hands? I do see five hands. The question has been called for.
All in fzvor vote aye, This 1s the Scnmlit amendment. Question
has been called for, all in favor of ceasing debate vots aye,
opposed vote nay. Will you please vote on the question o
cease debate. Clek wlll record.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate.

SENATOR SAVAGE: Debate ceases. We are now golng to the question
01" the Schmit amendment to LB T742.

SENATOR SCHRIT: Ho closin.
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