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PRESIDENT: Senator Venditte.

SENATOR VENDITTE: Well, Mr. President, members o® the Tepgis-
lature, I find the acrimony here this morning rather inter-
esting. I am not sure if I know what the definition is of
litter, but 1f you want to see litter and smell 1itter, vou
know, Just come down to the Seventh District and vou z2an have
all you want 24 hours a day. I hear the chuckles in the
background but I can assure you, a year or two ago when “hev
were proposing that balefill sight in mv legislative Aistrict
about six blocks from where I live, we weren't laushine. Vou
know it 1s interesting, too, to note that even todav T am
still getting calls from people who live in and around, and

I mean 1n the balefill site 1tself, garbape, hurge collections
of Omaha's garbage beilng placed in the backyards of where
people live and I think any member of the Ag and Fnvironment
Committee they will attest to that verv point because thev
have been there. The thing that is somewhat frustratinge about
this particular plece of legislation to me is simplv this,
50% of the introducers of that bi1ll did not supnort my soliAd
waste billl last year and all we had asked in that solid

waste bill was simply this, get garbage awav from where neonle
live. MNo, the majority of the members of this Legislature
did rnot think that that was a very important issue at that
time. They felt that the health and safetv of the peonle
living within that environment would certainly he talken care
of by clty officlals, EPA and whomever else 1s in charpe

of keeping our environment clean. Well, T can assure vou
right now we have fleas and flies and mosaultoes and the smell
of the garbage dump still existins. VYet we are talking ahout
getting rid of 5% to 15% of our total solid waste, cans and
bottles. I wish we had that problem in mv district. T would
think that perhaps maybe one of the thines that we conuld do
here 1is prioritize what we consider to be of the most concern
to us then in the area of solid waste. At this noint in time,
I don't think bottles and cans would set at the top o€ the
list. 1T can appreclate Senator Schmit's efforts in the As
and Environment Committee to help the Citv 6 Nmaha 1n
attemptins to solve 1ts problems iIn the area of solid waste.
To date, we 1n the City have done a verv poor job in manare-
ment of solid waste, both in the area of human waste as

well as 1n disposition of solid waste that we renerate ifust
from eating on a day to day basis. T would encourare those
of you people that think that bottles and cans are litter,

I can assure you just riding around in the Citv 0° maha,

I don't consider, and I'm totally sincere when T sav this,

I don't see bottles and cans thrown out in the streets in

the City of Omaha. Ve, I don't think, in mv opinion, don't
have no problem in urban Nebraska with hottles anAd cans.

From what I have heard, this appears toc be a2 rural nroblem
and we are Just zeroing in on perhaps 5% or mavhe 119 of

the total solid waste. I think we need to redirect our con-
cerns in the area of solild waste and T don't think startine

with bottles and cans 1s a proper beginnine. Thank vou,
Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Nichol.

SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. Chairman, members of the Legislature,

I would justlike to make a point that Senator DeCamn fust
brought out that we went through this two vears aro with

LE 947. He said, we don't have a very good bill here bhut

let's pet something passed. We went through the accountahilitvy
act that was something to pass. Tt wasn't anv rood but we
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