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SENATOR P. LEMIS: ....and there will be no holding the
line in three or four years because the encumberance is
here. The obligation is made. So, Senator Goodrich, I
rise to oppose your notion. I ask you to carry forward
with the bill as you originally px'esented it . If tnere
is a legitimate need, let • s do it now. If you can prove
that reed I certainly will suppozt that bill, but I' ll
suppoxt it at the level of 415 million, so we know what
we' re appropr1ating, so we' ll understand what we' ve en­
cumbered. I rise to oppose the Goodrich amendment.

P RESIDENT: Senator Kah l e .

SENATOR KAHLEx Nr. President, members of the body, I
think it might not huzt to explain a little bit how the
welfare system works in our counties. I'm not sure I'm
foz oz' aga1nst this bill at the pz esent time. The way 1t
really works the State of Nebraska and the federal govern­
ment pretty well control how the welfare system is adminis­
tered in our counties. The county board has some say, but
vex y little. The salar1es are pa1d from the state, even
in our court houses the space that is used there is paid
for by the state. The salary scale is pretty well controlled
bv the state. Me have a step system which we have to follow
as county officials. So we really don't have a whole lot
to say about it. The only thing good that county boards can
do is look over the shoulder of the welfare director and see
that everything goes right within the county. I would cer ­
tainly hate to see this changed. I think it's one of the best
systems we have to handle our welfare px'oblems. In my own
county, some eight years ox so ago, our cost per month was
about 42,000 to the county. Today it is about 45,000. This
is gett1ng close to 41 per pez'son per month in tne county.
I'm not sayi.ng this is all wrong, I'm gust telling you what
it really 1s. As far as the states around us, we know that,
as stated by Senator Goodrich, there axe I believe four now
that have any impact from county money at all, or very little.
I don't know whethez this is good or bad. You can make your
own decision. But what Senator Lewis said about the cost to
the state and the amount of money that is involved, and how
518 worked into the pictur~, I see it in an entirely diffe~

11ght than he does. LR 518, that was passed last year,
actually took money away from the counties and made it tougher
for them to meet these obligations. So unless we get more
sale;- income tax into the picture the real estate is going to
pick up the welfare in our counties. It is gust that simple.
I don't believe that is the way it was intended. I don' t
believe that was the way it should be. So I w o ul d support
th1s to the extent that I believe that the state should start
picking up more of the costs than they do. Melfare is a
national problem. It's a state problem, it's a general orob­
le;,. It isn't any one oaz'ticular area's problem. Me have
very little to sav about it. The federal gnvernment comes out
and tells us exactly wnat we have to do. If they don' t, the
state does. I think they ought to pay for the program. Thank
you.

PRESIDENTx Senator L amb.

SENATOR LAMB: Nr. President, members of the Legislature, I
rise to support tne Goodrich amendment. I r epresent t e n
count1es in the state, probably more than anyone else in
numbers. These people are saying to me that they don't have
any control over tne welfare situations in their counties.


