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Department of Administrative Services and the legislative
fiscal office. It 1s three opinions, oftentimes three con-
flicting opinions and I think that that means that we
recognize that people can differ on an 1ssue and certainlv
that we want information but we want to pet a varietv,
Now in this 1t 1s cnly going to be one oninion. Tt will
be one fiscal analyst or two or whatever trving to call
a~ound and flgure cut what the business/consumer impact
1s and they will be commenting on the bills in front of
Senator Maresh's Labor Committee. They will be commentinc
on the bills in front of Senator DeCamp's Banking Committee.
They will be commenting on all sorts of bills coming from
other committees trying to explain what their impact 1s.
So I think that we have to look carefullv before we write
this Into statute particularly those of us that are coinc
to stay in the Legislature and be around after this bill is
passed because I think we wlll see peopnle standinr up ané
pulling out these business/consumer impact statements and
reading and saving that this bill is good or bad hased on
that, and then we, as Senators, have to argue with the
legislative fiscal office about the merits of our own lesis-
lation. Now what my amendment says is that a sponsor of
a bill can request this. If I want to know and if T want
to get an opinion to present to you about the imnact of
my bill, I can request that. Now I am not saving that,
in my amendment, the other thing my amendment does 1s striles
the language "under the direction of the Committee of
Appropriations™. Now I am not saving that the Anpronriations
Committee will try and influence these business/consumer
impact statements, at least not the current Approoriations
uommittee. I wouldn't, as a member of the Aboropriations
Committee, try and direct the fiscal staff to come up with
a certain business/consumer impact statement. Senator
Warner, as Chalrman, I know wouldn't do that. ‘ot even
Senator Goodrich would try and direct our fiscal o fice
to shape one of these business/consumer impact statements
so 1t's a certaln direction. But I don't think tha* we
car. write this power into statute and trust future Appro-
priations Committee to have this sort of power over other
pleces of leglslaticn. The things that come out »* Lahor
Committee should be considered by that committee. The
Appropriations Committee should not have 1its fiscal staf*
developing recommendations or assessments of the impact.
So for this reason, I want to strike the lanruare that savs,
"under the direction of the Appropriations Committee" and T
am a member of that committee and that 1s one thing that
makes me very nervous about the power that is in here
because you are giving to us in the Appropriations Com-
mittee broad power over a wide variety ¢ f lepgislation.
The other thing 1s, I will say agaln, that I think these statements
are not necessarily, cannot be objective. There are
going to be several perspectives on the impact of labor
legisliatlon, banking legislation and I don't think we
should ask our staff to try and decide for us what the
impact is. That decision should rest with the committee.
That decision should rest with the Legislature, For this
reason, I move thls amendment to substitute the ophrase
"upon the reguest of the sponsor of a bill" for "under the
direction of the Appropriations Committe=".

PRESIDENT: Senator Frank Lewis.

SENATOR F. LEWIS: Mr. President, I rise to supnort
Senator Fowler in his motion. I think Senator Fowler has
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