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PRESIDENT: Senator Cope.

SENATOR COPE: Mr. President, members, I think that Senator
Kelly and Senator Marsh will attest to the fact that T have
bzen very uncertain about this bill, which way T was goine
to vote and the way 1t was handled this mornings T think
probably makes up my mind because I just don't think that
1t 1s the fair way to do i1t. If this Attornev feneral's
cpinion had been brought out in GCeneral File, it certainlvy
might have swayed me, i1t might have swayed other Senators'
opinion on it but when it 1s used as a last-ditch effort,
then I rather resent that and probably will change mv vote
if I have a chance to change 1t. So T would ask that we
not return this to Select File to kill 1%t and see what
nappens with 1t. 1If it does pass, then certainly 1f this
one man's opinion, this Attorney General's orinion, or
Attorney General's office opinion, is correct,a court -z
can be used to straighten it out, but remember, 1t is on
man's opinion, one attorney's opinion.
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PRESIDENT: Senator Bereuter.

SENATOR BEREUTER: Mr. President and members o® the Lecris-
lature, we have two varied separate issues here hefore us
today that are tied together only at the end. One 1ssue

1s the bill. T hope you will look at it ohjectivelv to

the best of vour ability and vote on it on that basis.
Senator Cope 'ust said perhaps some peonle would be swaved
by the Attorney General's opinion. T hope vou will not

be swayed by the Attorney General's opinion and vou will
make up your mind on this bill on the basis of what is
there and what you have heard in testimony. I am apnalled
by this Attorney General's opinion. Mr. Rcyece Harper,
whoever he may be, has given us a misdirected missile
against the legislative branch. He suegrests to us, as
Senator DeCamp mentioned, on what basis we are making our
opinion and then says it i1s a loser. I don't know how

far this is golng to go. When are we goilng to have our
opinion from the Attorney General suggesting that we can't
do something for first class cities and not do it €or
second class citles or vice versa. That probablv will

te the next step 1f trends continue. The most well known
population distinction for legislation in the 'nited States
today 1s whether or not a county contains a ecity of 5n,nnn,
a standard metropolitan statistical area. As a matter o€
fact, Just because that 1s deemed to be a sipgn of urbanism,
it just so happepns that this bill effects the onlv two
counties 1in the Btate that contain citles of over 51,00Nn,
Mr. Harper, you ought to consider that ®act 1f vou are
golng to interjJect yourself inappropriatelv in this nrocess
in this Chamber. I am not raising this arpument on the
basis of this billl. I am coing to look at that bill and
see I1f T think 1t makes sense for the people of 'lebraska
and I hope you will. Now i1f T could offer a little free
instructlion to those of vou who are here, I would sugrest
the first thing you do is pick up the Attorney feneral's
opinion and you crumple 1t like that and vou throw 1t

south where 1t belongs because Senator Defamp tnld vou
exactly what 1t 1s. It belones In a trash can. Then

vou pick up your bill book and you look at the vellow

copy and you 1pnore the inavpropriate intrusion in the
legislative prccess and you look at the bill and vou decide
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