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the death penalty, against keeping the death penalty.
That' s i t .

CENATOP. KELLY: All right. Thank you very much, Senator.

SPEAKER LUEDTKE: Senator Kelly, you still have the floor
so • • •

SENATOR KEL Y: Mr. President, I would ask that the Clerk
read the amendment that we' re voting on. I see some dis­
crepancies in Senator DeCamp's statements than what I'm
reading in the Journal.

CLERK: The resolution now reads as follows, Senator: (Read
DeCamp amendment found on page 724 of the Journal.)

S ENATOR KELLY: T h ank y ou , Mr . C l e r k .

SPEAKER LUEDTKE: The Chair recognizes Senator Venditte.

SENATOR VENDITTE: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
is the Neligh attorney here? A question of Senator DeCamo.

SPEAKER L!!EDTKE: Senator DeCamp, will you respond to a
question'? Senator DeCamp. Senator DeCamp, w111 vou respond
to a question from Senator Venditte'?

SENATOR VENDITTE: John, I don't have a copy of your amend­
ments and I Just surfacely heard what you are... I guess 1n
the first paragraph of that resolution you said someth1ng
about some of the Supreme Court decisions. Can you tell me
what spec1fic decisions you are talking about?

SENATOR DE CAMP: No, I didn't say Supreme Court... Okay.
As it was drafted yesterday and turned into the Journal, the
b111 drafter said something like, the Legislature shall oro­
vide for death penalty by law. Okay? It made it sound or
appear as 1f death penalty would be automatic and mandatory
in all cases. I po1nted out to the bill drafter that no
matter what death penalty we impose, it has to be in compliance
with Un1ted States Supreme Court decis1ons. That 1s what
Senator Rasmussen's bill of several years ago was. In other
words, it was specif'ically drafted to comply with United
States Supreme Court decisions. So, what I rec1te here then
with this substi:ute 1s Just that it has to comply with United
States Supreme Court dec1sions so there 1s no confusion. Do
you understand what I'm say1ng?

SENATOR VENDITTE: Yes. On the other hand, could not Supreme
Court decisions be changed day to day?

SENATOR DE CAMP: What? United States Supreme Court decisions?
Absolutely. That's why you have the flexibility that ii there
1s a change, the Nebraska Leg1slature has to comply with them.
You have to anyway.

SENATOR VENDITTE: John, the recent dec1sion to uphold the
death penalty, would you remember what the vote was on that,
John?

SENATOR DE CAMP: To uphold the death penalty? I can' t
remember.

SENATOR VENDITTE: A five to four decision, Senator. I guess
the question that I have, we might be voting on the reverse


