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I have no obJection to it being obtained and acquired and

developed but I think we ought to recognize, as was nointed
out to you earlier, the money spent by the NRD is tax monev,
it is property tax money, and you have a considerable hase
in the Omaha area and maybe you can afford 1%t but vou have
to go all the way. And so before vou take the “irst sten,
let's be sure that you can take the rest of the trin and
complete that whole circle around the lake or vou are

golng to find vourself out in the middle of that lake,
Senator Newell, and it may be oretty deep.

SPEAKER LUEDTKE: The Chair recognizes Senator Towler.

SENATOR FOWLER: Mr. President, members of the Lesislature,
I am T guess somewhat appalled at the attitude of the rural
senators in here. Everybody starts their speech with the
preference, of course, I have nothing arainst more recrea-
tlonal space, and then they proceed to sav thev don'%

want any around Omaha. I don't know how many bills we

get in this Legislature every vear with a rural senator
asking improvement at this lake or creation of this rark.

I know that Senator Merz has one in just this vear on
Indian Cave. I think out in the Scottsblu®f area we

are always cetting bills in to try and imorove a lake here
and there. Senrnator Richard Lewis has something for Red
Willow. On and on, the 1list of lakes that are eoine ton

be Improved from the rural areas. Yet when the Omaha sena‘or=s
ask for something in the Omaha area, suddenly neople start
expressing concerns about the cost and the price and sc on.
The Constitutional Revision and Recreation Committee under
Senator XKoch's leadership has seen fit to put a number c*©
these bills out to help rural areas ret their recreational
facilities improved, and if you look at the membershin Ehere
you can see that it 1s decidedly urban but there is no hias,
there is no rrejudice on that committee. ™hen we ret ou:
here on the floor with a simple resolution and all the
rural senators say, why, I am for recreation but not aroun?
Omaha. Yet that is where the people are. That 1s where
the need is. I think that we should work together to

solve our recreation problems in this state. T think the
urban interests and the Omaha and Lincoln senators servinc
on the Constitutional Revision Committee have shown a

great willincness to pass these bills out so the full
Legislature can consider these improvements. Support “or
Senator Reutzel's concept of NORDA came strong from the
urban areas, and yet when there is an opnortunitv to cet

a recreatlional facllity near Omaha, the rural areas start
muttering about costs and so on. I recall Senator “urnhv
before the Appropriations Committee making some bresentation
about buying some tract of land next to Poncz State Panrl.
I can't remember if it was an o0ld r#o0lf course or someone's
old property or something but this wasa real opportunitr,
It wasa real bargain. We ought to ret movine on it and

I remember Senator Murphy making a very impassioned plea
before our Appropriations that here is a great park and
there 1s a recreational need in northwest Mebraska and

we ought to meet it. Now when Senator Yewell and Senator
Kech try to take care of some recreational needs near *+heip
area, Senator Murphy supgests that this land remain in
private ownership. Well, he didn't sugrest that to the
Appropriations Committee. T think we ought to =ach have a
little more cooperative spirit here. I know that several
senators want to see thelr areas around the state improves.
I think we ought to cooperate with the Chalrman o0 the
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