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SEliATOR SCHMIT: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I would like to speax
in opposition to the motion to bracket at this time. I ' l l
tell you why. The bill has had a public hearing. I recog­
nize the concern of some persons right now about the needs
of' the veteran in various areas of the state. I war t t o
call your at, tention to the fact that a year agc I had a
bill that offered a home for veterans in Eastern .Iiebraska,
areas that were highly accessible. There were many people
who thought it was unnecessary, that there wasn't any need
for veterans homes in that area at that time. I t i s ap p a ­
rent that there is a need for additional beds in the "­ t t z ­
bluff area. I think we ought to proceed with Senatcr
Rasmussen's b111. If, in fact, we do need additional faci­
lities in Eastern Hebraska, and I understand there are some
legitimate concerns that we do, that those needs can be met
also. I don't know that it' go1ng to serve any parti ular
purpose to delay the advancesent of this bill at this time.
I think the two issues can be treated separately. I t h i n k
tnat all of us recognize the tug of war that's taking place
here. I think we recognize there are some leg1timate res­
ponsitilities of' this body toward western Iiebraska. But when
you get into tne give and take that might occur, I think it' s
going to be very evident to all of us tnat some v ererans f r o m
Western Nebraska are going to be housed in an area far from
their home. I don't think that we want to do that. I t h i n k
t he 1ssue has been addressed here r e s ponsi b l y . I r e cogn i z e
the Budget Committee has to look at it, and they should. I
think that we should not abdicate our responsibility to tnat
part of Nebraska which sometimes perhaps is forgotten in
issues like this. I would be forced to speak against the
motion to bracket.

PRESIDEIfT: Senator Murphy, do you wish to speak on the
bracketing issue itself, and not the substance of the b1' 1?

SEIfATOR MURPHY: I don't know that they can be separated,
Mr. President. I' ll let you rule me out of order, if they
are. I would call attention to the fiscal note that accom­
panies this bill which rather specifically states that this
transfer of funds in no way negates the necessity for the
Appropriations Committee to subsequently appropriate these
funds. I think we' re running in panic at something that
isn't happen1ng at all in the context of this bill. The
appropriation, before it can be made, must come before the
Appropriations Committee under a specific program, as set
forth by the fiscal analyst. I think we' re stopping a train
that hasn't left the station yet. I realize that there are
tnose who th1nk there are only two places to build state
buildings in tnis country, and that is in Lincoln and Omaha.
I think tne Scottsbluff area probably I:as a few veterans
tnere. Before we delay this I suggest we read, thoroughly,
tne f'iscal note that accompanies it. We are not appropriat­
ing this money. We are transferring money to a fund that
subsequently, according to the analyst, must be appropriateS
by tne Appropriations Committee at which time it must be
precede1 by the formal planni.ng statement. I would o p oose
I,racketing this motion. I think we' re delaying something
that isn't happening.

PRESIDE:IT: Senator Shirley Marsh.

SEIIATOR MARSH: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
there are two points I would like to lift up for your con­
sideration. One is that we are ro longer considering a
transfer of dollars to the veterans building fund. Instead ,
since you adopted the motion, w e are speaking t o o n l y c o n ­
struction at Scottsbluff. If you' ll read your pink sheet on


